
Proceeds	Support	Tent	of	Nations 	
	

We	use	our	net	proceeds	to	realize	the	Ministry’s	
stated	 objectives.	 Our	 principal	 beneficiary	 has	
been	 Tent	 of	 Nations,	 an	 organic	 farm	 near	
Bethlehem	 owned	 by	 the	 Palestinian	 Christian	
Nassar	family	since	1916.	They	use	our	donations	
to		plant	or	replant	trees,	care	for	their	orchards	
and	 olive	 groves,	 and	 support	 the	 Women’s	
Education	Center	and	summer		youth	camps.		
	

We	support	the	family’s	ownership	of	their	farm	
because:	
	

•	 They	 defend	 their	 well-documented,	 legal	
100+year	 land	 ownership	 against	 numerous	
Israeli	 actions	 to	 force	 them	 from	 the	 farm	by	
adhering	 strictly	 to	 a	 nonviolent	 response,	
seeking	justice	through	the	Israeli	court	system.	
Their	 guiding	 principle	 --	 “We	 Refuse	 to	 be	
Enemies”	--	provides	a	dramatic	contrast	to	the	
unrelenting	 violence	 in	 the	 area	 and	 is	 an	
inspiration	 and	 beacon	 of	 hope	 to	 people	
throughout	the	world.		
	
•	 They	 seek	 to	 build	 bridges	 between	 people,	
inclduding	 neighboring	 Jewish	 and	 Muslim	
communities,	 and	 between	 people	 and	 the	
land.	

	
	

	
•	 International	 support	 from	 many	 individuals	
and	organizations,	backs	them	in	their	struggle	
for	justice	and	helps	maintain	the	presence	of	a	
Christian	Palestinian	family	on	land	in	the	West	
Bank	 as	 a	 symbol	 of	 Palestinian	 independence	
and	culture.	
	

Learn	 more	 about	 their	 inspiring	 peace-building	
efforts	 at	 www.tentofnations.org	 and	
www.fotonna.org	
	

About	Us	
	

The	 Olive	 Oil	 Ministry	 is	 an	 all-volunteer,	
ecumenical	project	sponsored	by	the	Middle	East	
Committee	 of	 Westmoreland	 Congregational	
United	 Church	 of	 Christ	 (UCC)	 in	 Bethesda,	MD,	
in	partnership	with	25	other	congregations	in	the	
Washington,	DC	region,	including:	
	
Annapolis	Friends	Meeting,	Annapolis,	Maryland	

Bethesda	Friends	Meeting,	Bethesda,	MD	

Bradley	Hills	Presbyterian	Church,	Bethesda,	MD	

Cedar	Lane	Unitarian	Universalist	Church,	Bethesda,	MD	

Christ	Church	Durham	Parish.	Nanjemoy,	MD	

Christ	the	King	Lutheran	Church,	Great	Falls,	VA	

First	Congregational	UCC,	Washington,	DC	

First	Presbyterian	Church,	Arlington,	VA	

Frederick	Friends	Meeting,	Frederick,	MD	

Georgetown	Presbyterian	Church,	Washington,	DC	

Grace	Presbyterian	Church,	Springfield,	VA	

Little	River	United	Church	of	Christ,	Annandale,	VA	

Plymouth	Congregational	UCC,	Washington,	DC	

Rock	Spring	United	Church	of	Christ,	Arlington,	VA	

Saint	Alban’s	Episcopal	Church,	Washington,	DC	

Saint	Camillus	Catholic	Church,	Silver	Spring,	MD	

Saint	Columba’s	Episcopal	Church,	Washington,	DC	

Saint	John’s	Episcopal	Church	Norwood,	Bethesda,	MD	

Sandy	Spring	Friends	Meeting,	Sandy	Spring,	MD	

The	Episcopal	Church	of	the	Redeemer,	Bethesda,	MD	

Trinity	Presbyterian	Church,	Arlington,	Virginia	

Unitarian	Universalist	Church	of	Arlington,	VA	
	

	
	
	

Westmoreland	Congregational	UCC:		301-229-7766	
Office	Hours:		Mon–Thurs.	10am-4pm;	Closed	Friday		
Robert	Mertz:		301-229-0973		|		ramertz@gmail.com	

OLIVE	OIL	MINISTRY	
Peace-Building	•	Social	Justice	•	Fair	Trade	•	Organic	

	

	
	

Objectives 	
	

The	Olive	Oil	Ministry	(OOM)	works	to:	
	

• Bring	about	a	 just	peace	between	Palestinians	
and	Israelis;	

• Raise	 awareness	 about	 the	 realities	 on	 the	
ground	in	the	Holy	Land;	and	

• Support	 Palestinians	 in	 their	 struggle	 for	
justice,	economic	viability	and	defense	of	their	
rights.	

	
		

Why	We	Sell	Olive	Oil	
	

Selling	Palestinian	olive	oil	and	food	products	is	
a	 positive	 activity	 that	 creates	 a	 market	 for	
their	 products,	 generates	 income	 for	
Palestinian	families	in	the	West	Bank	and	Gaza,	
and	 complements	 our	 financial	 support	 for	
Tent	of	Nations.	Providing	scholarships	informs	
young	 adult	 Americans	 about	 the	 challenges	
facing	 Palestinians	 to	 achieve	 independence	
and	retain	ownership	of	their	land.		

	



	“It	 is	 not	 possible	 to	 overestimate	 the	 importance	 of	
olives	to	the	Palestinian	economy.”1	
	
Olives	 have	 been	 a	 staple	 of	 the	 Palestinian	
economy,	 diet	 and	 culture	 for	 millennia.	 Trees	
may	bear	fruit	for	hundreds	of		years,	nurtured	as	
a	 family	 legacy	 that	 is	 passed	 on	 through	
generations,	 the	 ultimate	 long-term	 investment	
for	Palestinian	farming	families.		
	

Generating	Income	for	Palestinians	
	

Olives	 are	 at	 the	 center	 of	 the	 low-input,	 low-
risk,	 small	 family	 farm-based	 agriculture	 of	 the	
West	Bank	where	95%	of	agriculture	grows	under	
rain-fed	conditions.	As	many	as	100,000	families	
depend	 to	 some	extent	 on	 the	olive	 harvest	 for	
their	livelihoods.	

	

Creating	a	Market	for	Palestinian	Products	
	

Most	 Palestinian	 farmers	 use	 traditional	
“organic”	 methods	 to	 care	 for	 their	 olive	 trees.	
Very	 few	use	chemical	 fertilizers	or	pesticides	 in	
part	 due	 to	 their	 high	 cost.	 Physical	 obstacles,	
permitting	 procedures,	 and	 closures	 restricting	
farmers’	 water	 for	 and	 access	 to	maintain	 their	
trees,	and	transport	of	goods	add	to	these	costs.	
The	willingness	 of	 export	markets,	 including	 the	
OOM	 partner	 congregations,	 to	 pay	 a	 higher	
price	 for	organic	products	helps	 compensate	 for	
the	 higher	 production	 costs	 of	 Palestinian	 olive	
oil.	The	Ministry	purchases	about	2	tons	of	olive	
oil	annually	from	Palestine.	
	

Raising	Awareness	of	the		
Challenges	Facing	Palestinian	Farmers	

	

Olive	groves	are	at	 the	heart	of	 the	competition	
between	 Palestinians	 and	 Israeli	 settlers	 for	
control	of	 the	 land	and	water	 in	 the	West	Bank.	
Continued	 cultivation	 of	 the	 land	 is	 essential	 to	
help	 keep	 Israeli	 courts	 from	declaring	 farmland	
as	“State”	land,	thus	allowing	its	confiscation	for	
settlement	 expansion.	 According	 to	 the	 United	
Nations	 and	 an	 Israeli	 NGO,	 Yesh	 Din,	 settlers	

_____________________________________________	
1	“Brief	Overview	of	the	Olive	and	the	Olive	Oil	Sector	in	the	
Palestinian	Territories,”	The	World	Bank,	West	Bank	and	
Gaza	Program,	December	1,	2011,	p.	1.	

continue	 to	 damage	 and	 destroy	 Palestinian-
owned	 olive	 trees	 and	 saplings	 and	 the	 Israeli	
army	 often	 stands	 by	 refusing	 to	 Intervene.	 In	
2014	the	Israeli	army	destroyed	some	1,500	fruit	
trees	at	Tent	of	Nations	without	apparent	cause	
or	compensation.	Harassment	and	destruction	of	
Palestinian	livelihoods	continues	unabated.		
	

Supporting	Agriculture	and	Health	in	Gaza	
	

Given	 the	 poverty	 and	 forced	 isolation	 of	 Gaza	
the	 Ministry	 decided	 to	 broaden	 its	 support	 to	
Gaza.	 Henceforth,	Ministry	 donations	 should	 be	
divided	evenly	between	Gaza	and	the	West	Bank.	
In	 2020	 we	 funded	 two	 greenhouses	 through	
Anera‘s	Gaza	Food	Security	Program	and	in	2021	
helped	finance	another	greenhouse,	fulfilling	two	
key	 Ministry	 objectives:	 generating	 income	 for	
Palestinian	 families	 and	 creating	 a	 market	 for	
their	 products.	Growing	 salt-tolerant	 crops	well-
suited	 to	 survive	 in	Gaza’s	 soil	 and	 saline	water	
farmers	 can	 provide	 nutritious	 food	 for	 their	
families	 and	 supplement	 their	 income	by	 selling	
surplus	produce	 in	 local	markets,	 sharply	 raising	
the	income	of	participating	families.	
	

	
	
In	 2020,	 the	Ministry	 also	 donated	 funds	 to	 the	
Al-Ahli	 Arab	 Hospital	 in	 Gaza.	 Established	 in	
1892,	 Al-Ahli	 is	 run	 by	 the	 Episcopal	 Diocese	 of	
Jerusalem.	 	 It	 is	 also	 a	Global	Ministries	 partner	
of	 the	 United	 Church	 of	 Christ.	 The	 hospital	
offers	 general	 medicine;	 surgery,	 obstetrics	 and	
gynecology,	pediatrics,	and	emergency	care	to	
about	40,000	patients	annually.	Patients	are	
treated	without	regard	to	religion,	ethnicity	or		
	
	
	

financial	 situation.	 Our	 funds	 were	 used	 to	
purchase	 urgently	 needed	 medical	 supplies,	
protective	 clothing,	 respirator	 masks,	 medicines	
and	medical	equipment,	to	enable	the	hospital	to	
respond	 effectively	 to	 the	 COVID-19	 pandemic.		
In	 2021	 we	 funded	 an	 emergency	 shipment	 of	
medical	supplies	to	benefit	hospitals	in	Gaza.	
	

Al-‘Ard	(the	Land)	Agriproducts,		
a	Palestinian	Company	in	Nablus 

	

We	buy	most	of	our	olive	oil	and	other	products	
from	 al-‘Ard	 Agriproducts	 Company,	 owned	 by	
the	 Anabtawi	 company,	 a	 long	 established	 food	
products	company	in	the	northern	West	Bank.		
	

Al-‘Ard	 has	 been	 expanding	 its	 processing	 of	
Palestinian	 agricultural	 products,	 establishing	
customer	 relations	 and	 warehousing	
operations	 in	 competitive,	 high-value	 North	
American,	 European	 and	 other	 regional	
markets.	 It	 is	arranging	organic	and	 fair-trade	
certifications	 for	 some	 products	 from	
independent	 European	 organizations.	 It	 also	
supplies	 private	 label	 Palestinian	 products	 to	
Playgrounds	for	Palestine,	an	American	charity	
that	builds	children’s	playgrounds	in	Palestine	
and	in	refugee	camps	in	Lebanon	and	Syria.	
	

Why	Buy	Olive	Oil?	
	

About	 75%	 of	 the	 purchase	 of	 a	 $20	 bottle	 of	
olive	 oil	 represents	 direct	 benefits	 to	 the	
Palestinian	economy	(green-shaded	segments).		
	

	
	
	
	


