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For those who carry an Advent ache,
You are not alone.

 
May your discomfort and injustice lead you to lament, prayer, and solidarity,

with oppressed of this world.
 

For the people of Palestine,
You are not invisible.

 
May your steadfast presence in the land be a blessing as you resist daily acts

of oppression.
 

May our faithful wrestling lead us to a hard-born hope in the God of peace.
 

Kelley Nikondeha, "The First Advent in Palestine"

Sliman Mansour, used with permission
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Advent is a time of not only waiting but of staying awake, preparing for journeys, living
into proclamations, and singing songs of God’s great reversal. It is a time of saying Yes
to birth and fleeing or screaming No to empire’s death grip. It is a time for learning how
to see in the dark, for lighting candles, and bearing witness. It is a time for honoring the
prophets and messengers who prepare the way, the women and men who recognize
and celebrate new life and know how to bless and sing about it.

It is a time of anxious anticipation and hope in a time of leaders leaning toward
imperialism and facism, large scale violation of human rights, rampant racial and
ethnic injustice, and desecration of our sacred planet. And in addition, Palestine is still
suffering from imperial oppression and a brutal military occupation. 

Like long ago, Palestine is occupied again and Bethlehem, a 4,000 year- old city of
180,000 is again under siege; this time with soldiers on corners, towering walls,
military fences, and checkpoints; this on top of confiscating all the available
agricultural land for illegal settlements. The people of Bethlehem, including the oldest
Christian community in the world, behold the tragic irony that the holy family itself
would not be able to enter the city without proper permits and identification. The
hopes and fears of all the years are still met and unmet in Bethlehem this season.

You are invited to use these Advent Readings as part of your Advent time for reflection
or meditation. You can use them as part of a candle lighting ritual in your church or at
home. You might consider using them as ‘Threshold Moments” in your Advent worship
services or as opening devotions in Bible study. 

Each week’s selection and/or image is in conversation with either the Gospel lectionary
or Advent theme of the week: Peace, Hope, Joy, and Love. The opening prayer for each
week is by Maren Tirabassi.
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Holy Living God, blessed Jesus, Guiding Spirit
alight within us your flame of peace this day.
Grant us openness to hear your message.
Grant us courage to be your messenger
in the world, creating more peace
in the middle of fear.

 Come Human One, advent our lives.
 Come like a thief in the night and disturb 
 our sleep, our comfortable realities that say 
 you can have peace without justice,
 that say taking someone else’s land or life is not our concern,
 that says it is Ok to violate human rights,
 break international laws.

 Break into our lives, Son of Man,
 challenge our certainties,
 make us vulnerable to the urgency of your Call
 for a new Jerusalem, a Beloved Community here and now 
in this place where the streets still run with the blood of the martyrs, in
this place all call holy, all call home.

 

Advent 1: Peace (Matthew 24:36-44 )
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Holy Living God, blessed Jesus, Guiding Spirit
alight within us your flame of peace this day.
Grant us openness to hear your message.
Grant us courage to be your messenger
in the world, creating more peace
in the middle of fear.

Photographer: Loren McGrail
Used with permission of the photographer



Help us, unexpected One, to become insomniacs
 to keep awake, alert, and watchful 
 for the ways that your coming can be thwarted, obscured, or denied 
 by theologies that privilege certain groups as Chosen
 by peace processes that deny the right of return,
 that don’t demand the freezing of settlement building
 or walls that separate and divide.

 Christ the thief, come take away our fears and insecurities.
 Prepare our hearts, our minds, our spirits
 for your indwelling presence
 your incarnation as a baby, a refugee, 
 our brother, our redeemer.

 May we become uneasy and alive
 unafraid and able to hear angels announcing or singing.
 May we become your advent lights 
 of hope, peace, faith, and love.

 by Loren McGrail

Advent 1: Peace (cont'd )
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Photographer: Loren McGrail
Used with permission



Holy Living God, blessed Jesus, Guiding Spirit
alight within us your flame of hope his day.
Grant us openness to hear your message.
Grant us courage to be your messenger
in the world, creating more hope
in the middle of fear.

 

Advent 2: Hope 
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Advent Prayer

God-with-us, you know that, right now,
we are waiting: 
confused, stumbling, like people wandering in the dark; 
weary, impatient, like men queuing at the checkpoint; 
stubborn, steadfast, like those who believe in justice; 
expectant, hopeful, like a woman about to give birth. 
We are waiting, 
we are wondering. 

We are trying to discern whether it is your time, 
and the signs of that time: 
swirling clouds, political upheaval, breaking buds
or a refugee baby crying in the cold. 

Artist: Malak Mattar
Used with permission



 

Advent 2: Hope (cont'd)
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We are wondering, we are waiting. 
And God-with-us, we know that you are waiting, too: 
waiting for us to see the things that make for peace:
where families are still without homes in Gaza, 
where children are afraid to walk to school in Hebron, 
where B’Tselem and monitoring groups are under scrutiny,
where the EU is excluded from the Peace Process – 
waiting for us to know the time and to seize the moment; 
waiting for us to recognise your presence, to hear your call
and to find the courage to respond. 
The world is in your keeping, God, are we keeping you waiting? 

God-with-us, here-and-now God, 
in this waiting time, which is your time, help us to know and
do your will. 
Amen.
 
Jan Sutch Pickard, In God’s Time: An Advent Calendar

Artist: Malak Mattar
Used with permission



Holy Living God, blessed Jesus, Guiding Spirit
alight within us your flame of joy this day.
Grant us openness to hear your message.
Grant us courage to be your messenger
in the world, creating more joy
in the middle of fear.

Reflection on Mary’s Magnificat

    Mary invites us all to find our song and sing it so we can prepare the
way for the birth of love and justice. Mary says we should expect that
this birth will turn our lives upside down and inside out. She also asks
us to pray for a world without war or conflict or violence. She asks us
to hold our leaders accountable for their actions and inactions---their
thoughts and their deeds, their votes of support and their votes
against dignity and freedom. She asks us to oppose and reject their
stranglehold of economic, social, and political power. She asks us to
feed the hungry by lifting their sieges, shaking off their occupation.
She asks us to dream about the way the world would look if things
were reversed; if the Beloved Community could be made manifest. She
asks us to dream it in the past tense as if it were already taking place.
Finally, Mary, the mother of Jesus, asks us to affirm God being born
not only in her real womb but in the womb of human suffering. She
asks us to imagine, to sing, and work to make it so.
        
  From the sermon "Singing Yes," Rev. Loren McGrail

8

 

Advent 3: Joy (Luke 1:46b-55)
 

Photographer: Loren McGrail
Used with permission



 The Risk of Birth, Christmas, 1973

 This is no time for a child to be born,
 with the earth betrayed by war & hate
 and a comet slashing the sky to warn
 that time runs out & the sun burns late

 That was no time for a child to be born,
 in a land in the crushing grip of Rome;
 honor & truth were trampled by scorn –
 yet here did the Savior make his home.

 When is the time for love to be born?
 The inn is full on planet earth,
 and by a comet the sky is torn –
 yet love still takes the risk of birth.
     
By Madeleine L’Engle

Holy Living God, blessed Jesus, Guiding Spirit
alight within us your flame of love this day.
Grant us openness to hear your message.
Grant us courage to be your messenger
in the world, creating more  love
in the middle of fear.
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Advent 4: Love
 

Photographer: Basil Allahaml



Leilat al-Milad (Night of the Birth)
When we offer a drink to a thirsty person, then we are in Christmas
When we clothe a naked person with a cloak or dress of love, then we
are in Christmas
When we wipe out tears from their eyes of those who weep, then we
are in Christmas
When we warm up or put a mattress for somebody and the hearts are
filled with hope, then we are in Christmas
When I kiss my companion or friend without cheating, then I will be in
Christmas
When my hearts has no grudge, then I will be in Christmas
When my soul melts in God’s being, then I will be in Christmas

Refrain

During Christmas night no more hate
During Christmas night the soil flourishes
During Christmas night war is buried
During Christmas night love grows

Lebanese Song

Holy Living God, blessed Jesus, Guiding Spirit
alight within us your flame of joy this day.
Grant us openness to hear your message.
Grant us courage to be your messenger
in the world, creating more joy
in the middle of fear.
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Christmas
 

Inside Nativity Church, Bethlehem
Photographer: Loren McGrail
Used  with permission.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jzrgRcd-kIM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jzrgRcd-kIM


Engage with United Church of Christ Palestine Israel Network
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Inside Nativity Church, Bethlehem
Photographer: Loren McGrail
Used  with permission.
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