Summer 2022

Confirmation Sunday Is June 5
Our Confirmation class will lead worship on Pentecost Sunday, June 5.
Confirmation is an opportunity for youth to go deeper in exploring
their faith. Brad Hopewell and Kathy Dwyer have met with this group
of youth throughout the year to learn more about the Bible, the
church, other faith traditions, and how God is calling each of us to
engage in the world. On Sunday, June 5, members of the class will
share their unique gifts and expressions of their faith in the worship
service. Many of them will formally join Rock Spring as full members
through the rite of Confirmation.
Five members of this Confirmation class play instruments. After
experiencing the band playing during the Shabbat Service at Temple
Rodef Shalom, one of our confirmands realized that our confirmation
class could form an orchestra. Pictured above is the Rock Spring Youth
Orchestra that will accompany the hymns during the June 5 service.

Celebrate Ashley!
Join us on Sunday, June 12
to celebrate Ashley Martinage
and all the work she has done in
nurturing the spiritual
and personal growth of the
children, youth, families,
and adults of Rock Spring!

Congregational Life
Welcome New Members!
LuAnn Kressley was born and raised in Allentown, PA. She has lived, studied law, and worked in
the D.C. area since 1975; LuAnn has lived in the same house in Arlington since 1983. She has two
daughters who grew up in Rock Spring (Anne and Laura Pluntner). Anne lives in Buffalo, NY, and
works for M&T Bank. Laura lives in Belfast, Northern Ireland, and teaches ancient history and
archeology at Queens University. She is married to Matthew Woods and they have a daughter,
Clara Jane, who is almost 1 year old. LuAnn retired almost 10 years ago from the U.S.
Department of Labor after a 35-year career, during which she mostly practiced law. In
retirement, LuAnn enjoys taking daily walks, gardening, and spending as much time as possible
with her daughters and granddaughter. LuAnn initiated Rock Spring’s new Senior Singles group.
Contact LuAnn to learn more about the group’s gatherings.

Peter Thielen and Jesse Vasquez Thielen were introduced to Rock Spring four years ago and
began watching online from their home in North Bethesda. During the pandemic, they reached
out to Kathy for a small and intimate wedding ceremony. When Rock Spring reopened, they
decided it was time to begin attending in person. Jesse says, “Rock Spring reflects our values. I
feel this is the place where I can get the spiritual sustenance I desire and the intimacies of
community I need.” Jesse works in scientific publications for a non-profit organization and is
attending night classes to transition to a career in nursing. She is an avid gardener, salsa dancer,
and a pianist in training who loves to cook. Peter is a government contractor and specializes in
UX/UI, design, and front-end coding. Peter is always looking for ways to volunteer his skills to
non-profit organizations and causes, whether it is building a website, designing print materials,
or teaching people to code. He is an avid reader and book collector and is currently learning
French and some Latin to read primary sources from the late Middle Ages.

Rachana Potru and Brian Quint are an interfaith couple who wish to expose their children, Aria
(age 2) and Sonia (age 4), to both faiths. Brian grew up in a Congregational church in Michigan
and describes himself as an even-keeled and curious kind of guy. He likes to garden, take walks in
the woods, read, and make popcorn. He is currently an attorney with the U.S. Department of the
Interior. Previously, Brian was a legal aid attorney with the Navajo Nation Office of Legislative
Counsel and a government and legislative affairs associate with the Navajo Nation in D.C.
Rachana was born and raised culturally Hindu and likes to sing, dance, and read. She and Brian
grew up in Michigan and attended Michigan State University but didn’t meet until they moved to
D.C. for work. They are excited about finding a community of faith for their family.

Alexandria and Zachary Radford have two children, Cora (age 6) and Penn (age 3). Alexandria
was raised Congregational and is excited to have found again in Rock Spring a progressive,
inclusive church that shares her values. Alexandria is a sociologist who focuses on higher
education; she loves to run and she loves musicals, and she often listens to musicals while she
runs! Zach’s work involves law and policy and in his free time he loves to spend time with family,
run, and cook. They have lived many places and are eager to put down roots in a long-term
home and faith community.
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Congregational Life
Update from the Reopening Task Force
Let’s be honest: We all hoped the Reopening Task Force would have ridden off into the sunset
by now! However, it’s clear that COVID is not over and that we will need to continue to monitor
and adjust our response to the virus. In early May, with community transmission numbers rising
again (and two staff members testing positive for COVID), the Task Force recommended that
Rock Spring resume requiring all groups to be masked while indoors, all singers to remain
masked, and that we temporarily suspend outdoor hospitality. Some RS events made
adjustments to keep everyone safe. For example, given the size of the event and the weather’s
unpredictability, the Women’s Retreat switched gears so lunch was not part of the event.
At the time of this writing, the Task Force is recommending that outdoor hospitality resume on
Sunday, June 5, provided community transmission rates have declined. We expect that we will
continue to need to adjust Rock Spring’s mitigation strategies up and down in response to the
virus. We remain grateful to the congregation and staff for their flexibility and steadfast
commitment to our core value of loving our neighbor.

Worship and Music
Thank You A/V Volunteers!
If you've been enjoying our livestream service over the past few years, help me thank the team
that has faithfully learned how to operate our soundboard, cameras, computer software, TV
and computer monitors, microphones, assisted listening devices, and sanctuary screens so that
your worship experience continues to be a good one.
With heartfelt thanks and gratitude, I applaud the following folks for their faithfulness and
flexibility (particularly when things go wrong in the moment!):


Jared Carlson



Paul Fuss



Rebecca Womeldorf

In addition, we are excited to have new members joining us this summer:


Dan Betts



Eric Chen



Rob Rudin



Dino Taroc

Please let all of them know how much you appreciate being able to worship at Rock Spring,
even if you cannot always attend in person.
- Dale
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Worship and Music
Do You Like to Sing or Play an Instrument?
Many of you will recall that the regular choir usually takes a break in the summer and “instant”
volunteer choirs and musicians appear magically each week. This summer we are trying
something different. We invite individuals, musicians, and small ensembles to sign up for a
Sunday between June 12 and September 4. (If you sign up individually, there will be space for
others to join you.) Elizabeth will guide music selection, but if you have something in mind,
please mention it when you sign up. Sign up here! Practices will be on the prior Sunday from
11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m., with an 8:45 a.m. call on the Sunday for which you have signed up. (For
example, if you sign up to sing June 12, you will practice with Elizabeth on June 5 from 11:15
a.m. - 12:15 p.m. and will arrive at church on June 12 at 8:45 a.m. to warm up with Elizabeth.)

Sanctuary Flowers
Sanctuary flowers make such a difference on Sunday mornings. Donating sanctuary flowers is a
great way to mark a special occasion, honor a loved one, or simply add to the beauty of our
sanctuary. You can purchase flowers or create an arrangement of your own. We have a few
remaining dates open this summer and fall. Sign up here.

BYOM (Bring Your Own Mug)
Thanks to the people who have agreed to serve on our “Coffee Crews,” we enjoy fellowship
and refreshments following our worship service. Help us make this experience environmentally
friendly by bringing your own mug or water bottle to church with you.

Faith Formation
Search Committee for Director of Faith Formation Begins Interviews
The Search Committee has reviewed all applications submitted to date and selected five
candidates for initial interviews in early June via Zoom. They will continue to accept
applications until they find the right candidate. Applicants are encouraged to submit a letter of
interest and resume to faithformationsearch@rockspringucc.org. The Search Committee is
composed of Katie Hopkins (chair of CE), Kathy Morland (CE representative on Council), Jack
Ebeler (Personnel), Susan Alverson, Amy Ovuka, Aidan Lohmeyer (YoRS), and Kathy Dwyer.
Kathy Morland and Jack Ebeler serve as co-chairs.
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Social Action and Mission
Council Approves Racial Justice Audit
At its May meeting, Council approved the Racial Equity Committee’s request to undertake a
congregational racial audit, a way for Rock Spring to become more aware of where we
currently are on our racial justice journey. Developed by the Justice and Witness Action
Network and the Racial Equity Action Network, this audit is still in its pilot phase and two
congregations in our conference are now finishing this phase. Rock Spring will help to assess
and improve the racial audit tool through our own process. The “audit” terminology is
intentional, as it conveys the first audit as a baseline, meant to be repeated, to gauge our
progress in our congregation’s racial justice journey. We anticipate the audit will take at least a
year to complete, and we will work with a facilitator to support the process. We hope to
emerge from the audit process more aware of the work we need to do individually and
collectively to strengthen our anti-racist commitment and more fully live out our faith at Rock
Spring. We will do preparatory work this summer and share more information in the fall.

Welcoming the Stranger-Sponsored Fellowship Picnic and Soccer Game
Sunday, August 7, 3:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Chinquapin Park Pavilion, 3210 King St., Alexandria, VA 22302
This intergenerational celebration will bring refugee families from Catholic Charities and Rock
Springers together. Celebrate connection with a picnic, face painting, and a soccer game.
Details shared closer to the date as we adjust for the pandemic. We also plan to collect school
supplies for refugees and details will shared later this summer.

Green Accelerator Project Update
Rock Spring’s continuing support of the Solar Village Project (SVP) is enabling the organization
to bring solar power to 10 schools in India this summer. The Maharashtra district where the
schools are located recently had 1,500 schools removed from the power grid; learn more about
the situation here. Watch this video to learn more about SVP’s accelerating and expansive
work.

Produce Packing Returns to Rock Spring
Rock Spring, in partnership with the Friends of Urban Agriculture, has resumed packing
produce each week at Rock Spring and distributing it to food insecure residents in Arlington
County. On their first day, they took in 86.5 pounds, a record for the first day of the season.
Produce included kale, lettuce, arugula, radishes, and turnips.
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Summer Staffing
Each of the staff will take a well-deserved break over the summer. To provide
additional support while the staff is away, we have contracted with Josh Long to work
15 hours/week and we are hiring a person to be a point-of-contact for our Sunday
School program. In addition, there will be several guest preachers throughout the
summer. Watch our weekly emails for details.

A Note from Josh Long
Dear Rock Springers,
As I wrap up this first year of my internship, I have had much time to reflect on the
love, joy, and growth I have experienced at Rock Spring. You have given me the space
to be myself and express that during worship. I so enjoyed performing Prince's "Sign
O the Times" as a part of a sermon on the Apocalypse. I have also learned much from
spending time with many of you individually or in small groups. I love hearing about
your lives and the stories you share when we gather in the sanctuary or online.
My greatest joy this past year was the birth of our son, Elijah, born on 2/22/22! He is
doing well and is a healthy three-month-old boy! My wife Tabitha is back at work and
Elijah is in daycare. My prayer is that Elijah will know how much he is loved and
adored by so many people. Tabitha, Elijah, and I are so grateful for your love, support,
and encouragement. Rock Spring's financial generosity helped us get through
Tabitha's maternity leave and I want to thank the RS staff for allowing me to take
time to get to know my child. I pray we will one day live in a society with the
infrastructure to better care for new families.
I am excited to stay on as a part-time contracted assistant minister this summer. As
Rev. Laura will be on sabbatical and Rev. Kathy will take time off in July, I will be
around for preaching, leading worship, pastoral care, and community/justice work.
Outside of Rock Spring, I am writing and recording an album for my final project in
seminary. Tabitha, Elijah, and I will also take a vacation in mid-August before my fall
semester begins.
I look forward to a beautiful summer with you. You can still reach out to me at
intern@rockspringucc.org. My hours are listed below:
Tuesdays - 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. (emails, calls, appointment only)
Wednesdays - 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. (in office)
Thursdays - Off (recording my album)
Fridays - Sabbath day
Saturdays - Worship preparation
Sundays - Worship/Sunday activities
In Faith, Hope, and Love,
Joshua Long
Proverbs 21:21, "Whoever pursues righteousness and kindness will find life and
honor."
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Our Core Values
An Inclusive Community: All persons are an integral part of the human family, created in the image of God. We strive to be a place
where all people know they are valued for their unique experiences and gifts. We actively seek to include everyone around our
table.
A Caring, Generous Community: People of every generation and in all communities have both needs and gifts. We are committed
to sharing with each other, and with our neighbors in the community and around the world, the talents and gifts we have been
given.
A Learning Community: We are curious, open-minded people of all ages who meet to nurture our intellectual and spiritual
development. We help each other listen for the still-speaking God.
A Justice-Seeking Community: We seek just peace through building relationships and through making small, deliberate choices.
We advocate for individual human rights, and social and ecological justice, seeking to be in solidarity with the disadvantaged.
Together, we seek to bring about the world God intends.
A Faith-Filled Community: We approach faith and worship in many different ways with respect and a desire for engagement with
other traditions. We strive to use our Christian faith to guide our decisions and our actions.
A Joyful Community: We are grateful for the gift of life and for each other. Fun and laughter are woven into the fabric of our lives
together. We strive to bring a spirit of joy to all we do.
Mission Statement
Rock Spring is a progressive Christian community - welcoming, compassionate, and joyful. We love and care for one another. We
strive to discern God’s still-speaking voice through worship, study, fellowship, and service. We work for peace and social,
economic, and ecological justice. We seek a greater understanding of others, and thus ourselves, recognizing that all persons are
members of our one human family. Our community prepares and sustains us as we work together to bring about the world we
believe God intends.

The Congregation, The Ministers
Kathryn N. Dwyer, Senior Pastor
kathy@rockspringucc.org
Laura Martin, Associate Pastor
laura@rockspringucc.org
Ashley Martinage, Director of Faith Formation
ashley@rockspringucc.org
Elizabeth Kluegel Niblock, Director of Music
elizabeth@rockspringucc.org
Edward Roberts, Assistant Director of Music; Organist
ed@rockspringucc.org

Marlise Barr-Asher, Office Manager
admin@rockspringucc.org
Kathryn Grams, Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@rockspringucc.org
Sarah Steel, Facility Manager
office@rockspringucc.org
Brian Davis, Custodian
Fern Lawrence, Childcare
Blanca Cespedes, Childcare

Josh Long, Seminary Intern
intern@rockspringucc.org
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