
 

 

There is so much grief in the world right now. As we write this 

on the cusp of Lent, Russia is invading Ukraine, extreme storms 

that are the result of climate change are impacting people 

around the globe, and nearly 950,000 people have died from 

COVID-19 in the US alone. There is no shortage of sin, suffering, 

separation. And yet. And yet, when we trust fully that we 

belong to God, when we fully live our faith, when love is our 

beginning… in spite of everything, our cup overflows. 

Our theme for this Lent is “Our Cup Overflows.” Throughout 

the series you will be invited to explore how this is true for you 

individually and communally here at Rock Spring. The origins of 

Lent were that one was to leave their old life behind to fast and 

prepare to be baptized into a new way of living. In essence, this 

was a practice of stepping away from the rat race, corrupt 

power, scarcity mentality, and empty rituals in order to live a 

more expansive and full life of faith. And so, Our Cup Overflows 

trusts the promise of our baptisms—God has already claimed 

us as God’s own and nothing we can do will ever change or 

erase that. Our Cup Overflows (continued on page 6)        

Lent 2022 

Holy Week at Rock Spring 

Sunday, April 10 

10:00 a.m. Palm Sunday 

Thursday, April 14 

7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday 

Friday, April 15 

7:00 p.m. Good Friday  

Sunday, April 17 

Easter Morning 

7:30 a.m. Sunrise Service 

8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.  

Worship with the Clarion Brass 
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Dear Members and Friends,  

  

When I was in third grade, my favorite neighbor, Ms. Emily, suggested we hold a neighborhood 

“block party” with games, food, and crafts, and donate the money we raised to the local 

library. Kids and adults alike quickly got behind the idea. Most of the kids were focused on 

which station they would show up to lead. I was immediately drawn to helping my neighbor 

organize the overall event, planning logistics, strategizing about pricing and prizes, creating 

publicity, and making sure we had volunteers to clean up at the end. 

 

I tell this story to illustrate that I have always been drawn to behind-the-scenes work. I like the 

“puzzle” aspect of making systems work, figuring out efficient processes, and communicating 

clearly and effectively both internally and externally. I like to see the forest AND the trees, 

holding the big picture while also attending to details. (continued on page 3) 

Dear Members and Friends, 

We are writing to share with you some news about staff transitions at Rock Spring. Throughout 

the past couple of years we have experienced some shifts in staffing. Our previous Office 

Manager, Kathryn Grams, moved to Minnesota and became our bookkeeper and director of 

communications. When this happened, we hired a part-time Office Administrator who works in 

the office Monday - Friday, from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Kathryn recently decided to drop the 

communications aspect of her job, which caused the Personnel Board to revisit our overall 

staffing configuration.  

At the recommendation of the Personnel Board, Council has approved a new staff position of 

Church Administrator. This expanded role will coordinate the day-to-day activities of the church, 

including more robust management of our facilities and coordination of ministries, manage both 

internal and external congregational communications, and relieve the Senior Pastor and program 

staff of administrative detail so they can focus more fully on their core job functions. 

We also enthusiastically approved hiring Ashley Martinage for this role. 

In her letter, Ashley describes her sense of call to this position. She will remain as Director of 

Faith Formation through June 17, 2022 and will assume the role of Church Administrator on 

August 1, 2022. We are deeply appreciative for all the work she has done with children, youth, 

families, and adults as Director of Faith Formation and are profoundly grateful that she will 

continue to serve Rock Spring in this new way.  

This transition naturally is marked with both gratitudes and griefs. We will be seeking a new 

Director of Faith Formation and plans for that will be forthcoming. In the coming months we will 

make time to celebrate Ashley’s work as the Director of Faith Formation and imagine together 

the future of faith formation with new leadership. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to us.  

Grace and peace, 

Rob Rainhart, Council Chair 

Amy Bergner, Personnel Board Chair 

Kathy Dwyer, Senior Pastor 

Congregational Life 

mailto:robrain@gmail.com
mailto:abbergner@gmail.com
mailto:kathy@rockspringucc.org
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(continued from page 2) These are all skills that I have brought to bear in a variety of ways as 
Director of Faith Formation. But they are not central to the position. For a while now, I have 
been sensing a shift in my Call, feeling some holy nudges suggesting that it is time for me to 
apply my skills to a new challenge. And so I am writing today to share that I am preparing to 
shift my work at Rock Spring into a new position that we are developing: Church Administrator. 
We anticipate that I will finish the program year in my current role, take a little time off to 
regroup, and then hit the ground running in the late summer. 

I believe that church administration at its best is a ministry, identifying and supporting ways for 
the church to continually live more fully into its mission. In this new role, I will use my 
experience with Rock Spring’s programs, ministries, and values to maximize use of our campus 
by organizations that are working to bring about the world we believe God intends. I will seek to 
expand our communications reach, engage volunteers in meaningful work, and attend to the 
behind-the-scenes details in ways that free up the program staff to focus on their core jobs. I 
look forward to continuing to be part of an incredible staff team and serving this congregation. 

I will always be grateful for the opportunity that Rock Spring has given me to develop personally 
and professionally. My ministry with children, youth, families, and adults has been profoundly 
satisfying, challenging (in the good way!), and full of joy. You have encouraged me to take risks, 
be creative, and bring my whole self to this community. I view this transition as a continuation 
of the journey we began together more than a decade ago when I joined the staff as the part-
time director of children’s ministry. 

At the beginning of the pandemic, I shared with you our family’s practice of naming both 
gratitudes and griefs, and of course, this transition has some griefs. The biggest is giving up my 
front-row seat to watching the children and youth of the church grow ever-more-fully into the 
people God has made them to be. And yet, I would struggle to keep teaching about listening 
and responding to God’s Call(s) for them if I ignored the Call that I am feeling in this time.  

I look forward to continuing our ministry together in new ways. 

With gratitude and joy, 

Ashley 

In-Person Worship to Resume February 27 

Council has approved the Reopening Task Force’s recommendation that Rock Spring resume 
in-person worship services on Sunday, February 27, returning to our previous Phase 3 level (up 
to 100 people in Sunday worship, wearing masks and distancing as possible; small groups of up 
to 20 may meet indoors; no cap on outdoor gatherings). Hospitality will return on March 20. In 
addition, Sunday school for children preschool (age 3+) to 5th grade will resume on March 6. To 
maintain capacity limits and allow for contact tracing if needed, registration will be required. 
The Task Force hopes to continue expanding Rock Spring’s in-person limits as quickly as 
possible. 

 

Congregational Life 
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2022 Church Leadership: Congregational Boards and Committees 

Congregational Life 

Council 
(Meets 3rd Tuesday of every month at 7:30 p.m.) 
Rob Rainhart, Chair    
Megan Tetrick, Vice Chair 
Michael Bell, Treasurer 
David Tornquist, Financial Secretary 
Don Kusler, Assistant Financial Secretary 
Vince Meehan, Clerk 
Joe Kelly, Moderator 
Carolyn Hart, Vice Moderator 
Alanna Betts, at-large 
Lyndsey Ellis, at-large 
Amy Ovuka, at-large 
Mary Kusler, at-large 
Kathy Morland, Christian Ed rep 
Jennifer Keefer, Deacons Rep 
Frank Kovzelove, Property Board rep 
Amy Bergner, Personnel Board rep 
Frank Hopkins, Finance Board rep 
JJ Gardiner, Social Action & Mission rep 
 

Christian Education (Meets quarterly) 
Katie Hopkins, Chair 
Susan Alverson 
Gail Burnaford 
Todd Kohr 
Catherine Maness 
Kathleen Moore 
Kathy Morland 
Julie Nolan 
Laura Yeo 
Ashley Martinage, staff 
 
Deacons (Meets 5 times/year) 
Susan Limberg and Jennifer Keefer, Co-Chairs 
Karin Croft 
Judy Johnson 
Angela Manning 
Don Manning 
Will Martyn 
Diana Maxwell 
Lynn Miller 
Stacie Northrup 
Amanda Roman 
Jean Webb 
Betsey Wildhack 
Laura Martin, staff 
Kathy Dwyer, staff 
 

 

 

Finance Board 
(Meets 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.) 
Frank Hopkins, Chair 
Lucy Carlson 
Steve Jones 
Joe Kelly 
Susan Nelson 
Diane Smith 
 
Personnel Board 
(Meets 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.) 
Amy Bergner, Chair 
Jack Ebeler 
Chris Hood 
Gail Howell 
Maja Lee 
Janelle Swensson 
Kathy Dwyer, staff 
 
Property Board 
(Meets 1st Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.) 
Frank Kovzelove, Chair 
Eric Chen 
Dean Crestinger 
Peter Geiger 
Bob Johnson 
John Overholt 
Kent Withycombe 
Sarah Steel, staff 
Kathy Dwyer, staff 
 
Social Action & Mission 
JJ Gardiner, Chair 
Leslie Atkins 
Hannah Chismar 
Sara Dougherty-Jones 
Carolyn Ebeler 
Jay Fellows 
Jerry Hartz 
Kaitlin Johnson 
Jennifer Jones 
Nathan Kane 
Wayne Limberg 
Gerri Ratliff 
Laura Martin, Chair 
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Racial Equity Committee  
Carrie Hessler Radelet, Chair 
Leslie Atkins 
Amy Bergner 
Marinetta Cannito 
Ken Feltman 
Elizabeth Howard 
Kathleen Moore 
Gerri Ratliff 
Marty Swaim 
Sharon Williams 
Kathy Dwyer, staff 
Ashley Martinage, staff 

 
Music Committee 
Stephanie Arnold Pang, Chair 
Rebecca Halbe 
Bob Harris 
Chris Maness 
Pam Quanrud 
Elizabeth Kluegel Niblock, staff 
 
Audit Committee 
Eric Rasmussen, Chair 
Sara Fitzgerald 
Sarah Gilmour 
John Morland 

Contacting Rock Spring Members Is a Breeze!   

You are invited to have an account in our church management software where you can find 
contact information for other members, see your own data and giving history, groups you 
belong to, and give online. The Members and Friends page of our website has several links to 
information stored in Breeze. If you do not have a Breeze account, or you are unsure whether 
you do, please contact our Office Administrator (admin@rockspringucc.org) who can help set 
you up. 

Congregational Life 

Art Show 
Sunday, April 3 after worship - Sunday, April 10, 1:00 p.m. 
Specific viewing times available each day 

How has pandemic changed you? How have you captured some of the emotions and images of 
the experience? As we reflect on these questions, visual artists and poets of Rock Spring offer 
some of their creations at the art show For Such a Time As This: Art in Pandemic. The show will 
capture works from more than 15 artists and writers in the congregation. 

https://www.rockspringucc.org/members-friends/
mailto:admin@rockspringucc.org
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Worship and Music 

 

(continued from page 1) doesn’t ignore or deny sin and 

suffering. It doesn’t absolve accountability for wrongdoing. 

Instead it contextualizes our faith. Our Cup Overflows is an 

invitation—into a radically different Lent, into a full life. It’s an 

invitation to be authentically who you are, to counter scarcity 

and injustice at every turn, to pour out even more grace 

wherever it is needed. 

When we allow ourselves to be filled to the brim with God’s 

lavish love, that love spills over. Like water, it rushes and 

flows, touching everything in its path. It increases our capacity 

to receive and give grace. How does this interplay with Rock 

Spring’s core values (inclusion, learning, justice-seeking, 

caring, generosity, faith-filled, and joyful) as we seek to live 

the expansive life God dreams for us, as individuals and as a 

church community?   

 

Our Cup Overflows…  

March 6 … with faith (Luke 4:1-13)   

March 13 ...with caring (Luke 13:31-35)  

March 20 ...with inclusion (Luke 13:1-9)  

March 27 … with learning (Luke 14:1-3, 11b-32)  

April 3 ...with generosity (John 12:1-8)    

April 10 ... with story (Luke 19:28-40)  

April 17 … with joy (Luke 24:1-12)  
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Worship and Music 

Rock Spring Recital Series 

Hai Jin, piano 
Sunday, March 20, 3:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 

We are thrilled to be able to have a live Rock Spring Recital Series concert again this March. The 
concert will feature the wonderfully talented and versatile pianist, Hai Jin. Hai will be bringing 
us a Mozart sonata and one of Elizabeth’s all-time favorite piano pieces, Schumann's Carnival. 
You won't want to miss this - sign up at https://bit.ly/3H2Whu9. 

Earth Day Observed in Worship on April 24 

The church’s worship service on April 24 will observe Earth Day and invite us into faithful 
reflection as we celebrate creation and honor our stewardship of it.  

Creation Walk and Share 
Saturday, May 7 

All the earth worships you and sings praises to you; they sing praises to your name. Psalm 66:4 
ESV 

All of creation worships God by being who God called them to be. As we face climate change, we 
can find resilience and courage through spending time in nature and enjoying God’s world. On 
the morning of Saturday, May 7, we will gather at a local park for a sacred hike, singing, and 
sharing stories of how we find joy or healing in God’s creation. This will be a mini worship service 
for all ages in the wilderness to experience our interconnection with nature. Watch the website 
and bulletin for more details. 

Faith Formation 

Sunday School Returns March 6! 

Open House, Saturday March 5, 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

After a nearly 2-year pandemic hiatus, in-person Sunday school will resume on Sunday, March 

6! Once again, children preschool (age 3+) through 5th grade will be able to connect, learn, and 

fellowship together on Sunday mornings. To attend, families will need to register for Sunday 

worship. Children will begin the service in the Sanctuary and then transition to classrooms on 

the upper floor of the Hunter Building following the Time for All Ages. Parents will pick their 

children up from the classrooms after the worship service. Masks will be required, we will 

distance as much as possible, and snack will be served outdoors. 

(continued on page 8) 

https://bit.ly/3H2Whu9
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Faith Formation 

(continued from page 7) To help children and families get reacquainted with the building, we 

will have an “open house” on Saturday, March 5, from 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Families are 

invited to stop by to see Ashley in the Sanctuary and then visit the classrooms to meet our 

fantastic teachers: Andy Schwarz, Catherine Maness, and Emily Chen. You can also check out 

the new books in the Children’s Library. 

 

Questions? Contact Ashley Martinage (ashley@rockspringucc.org). We can’t wait to welcome 

our young Rock Springers back! 

 

 

Easter Story Walk 
Friday, April 15, 2:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
AND Saturday, April 16, 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Rock Spring Lawn 

Rock Springers are invited to engage with the Easter story through a series of interactive 
stations. 

Becoming a Social Justice Parent: 

How to Raise Justice-Minded Kids in an Unjust World 

Save the Date! Saturday, April 30, 10:00-11:30 a.m., Bozman Room & Zoom 

We all want to raise "good" kids. How do we take that further to raising kids who will be not 

only kind and compassionate, but real activists for social justice? Join Dr. Traci Baxley for an 

interactive workshop full of practical tools, opportunities for self-reflection, and lots of humor 

and grace. This will be a hybrid event; you may participate in person at Rock Spring or via Zoom. 

Dr. Baxley will lead via Zoom.  

Need childcare to attend? Children of Rock Spring age 3 through 5th grade will be invited to Kids 

Day Out, where we will play games, make some art, read, laugh, and just have fun together! 

Hosted by the Youth of Rock Spring. Kids Day Out will be held from 9:45 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., so 

parents can attend the workshop AND have some time to themselves. 

 

Details and registration for both events will be provided by the end of March. Questions? 

Contact Ashley Martinage (ashley@rockspringucc.org). 

Refilling Our Cups: Women’s Retreat 
Sunday, May 15, 12:00 – 4:30 p.m. 
Optional social hour 4:30-6:00 p.m. 

You can’t pour from an empty cup. Join women of Rock Spring to worship, create, move, and 
play, refilling our cups as we reconnect and renew our spirits. Lunch will be provided, and those 
who wish may extend the day with a social hour at a nearby home. 
 
Registration will begin in mid-April. Questions? Contact Ashley Martinage 
(ashley@rockspringucc.org). 

 

mailto:ashley@rockspringucc.org
mailto:ashley@rockspringucc.org
mailto:ashley@rockspringucc.org
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2022 Budget Update 

The Finance Board and Council have approved the final budget for 2022 following the annual 
meeting. We anticipate wrapping up 2021 with approximately $40,000 in net income, which 
will be added to our current retained earnings of $122,000. Our financial position for 2022 is 
anticipated to be even stronger than discussed at the annual meeting. After the annual 
meeting, we received additional pledges from members of the congregation. The Finance 
Board and Council thank congregants for their continued generosity bringing our total pledge 
amount to $852,727 for the upcoming fiscal year. The approved FY22 budget reflects the 
increased revenue from these pledges. We anticipate finishing the 2022 fiscal year with a net 
income position of -$11,116 for the year. As discussed at the annual meeting, we have more 
than sufficient retained earnings (carryover) to retain one month of expenditures ($98.7K) and 
cover the budget shortfall for FY22. Thank you again for your generosity in the upcoming year. 

Social Action and Mission 

Tour of the Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) 
You’re invited to tour AFAC’s renovated space on Wednesday, March 16 at 2:00 p.m. This will 
be a custom tour for Rock Spring members and friends to see the expanded food distribution 
center. The tour is capped at 15 people. To join in, please RSVP to laura@rockspringucc.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peace and Justice Mission Fund Follow-Up  

As a follow-up from the annual meeting, Laura sent a letter to Margaret Winfield Sullivan on 
behalf of the SAM Board informing her of the new Peace and Justice Mission Fund in the 
endowment. Margaret’s parents had been the inspiration for the Winfield Peace Fund, which 
was merged to become part of this new fund. The SAM Board is currently developing criteria 
and a process for using these funds. Mrs. Sullivan sent the following reply to the news: 

Thank you so much for the kind letter regarding the change of name and broadening of 
focus of what was the Winfield Peace Fund. Justice and Peace must go hand and hand. I am 
sure my parents would totally agree. Rock Spring has always been a congregation 
concerned with such things, which is why they joined it when they moved to McLean. 

Finance 

mailto:laura@rockspringucc.org
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The Congregation, The Ministers    

Kathryn N. Dwyer, Senior Pastor     

kathy@rockspringucc.org 

Laura Martin, Associate Pastor 

laura@rockspringucc.org 

Ashley Martinage, Director of Faith Formation 

ashley@rockspringucc.org 

Elizabeth Kluegel Niblock, Director of Music 

elizabeth@rockspringucc.org 

Edward Roberts, Assistant Director of Music; Organist 

ed@rockspringucc.org 

Josh Long, Seminary Intern 

intern@rockspringucc.org 

 

Stephen Williams, Office Manager 

admin@rockspringucc.org 

Kathryn Grams, Bookkeeper  

bookkeeper@rockspringucc.org 

Sarah Steel, Facility Manager 

office@rockspringucc.org  

Brian Davis, Custodian 

Fern Lawrence, Childcare 

Blanca Cespedes, Childcare 

Our Core Values 

An Inclusive Community: All persons are an integral part of the human family, created in the image of God. We strive to be a place 
where all people know they are valued for their unique experiences and gifts. We actively seek to include everyone around our 
table. 

A Caring, Generous Community: People of every generation and in all communities have both needs and gifts. We are committed 
to sharing with each other, and with our neighbors in the community and around the world, the talents and gifts we have been 
given. 

A Learning Community: We are curious, open-minded people of all ages who meet to nurture our intellectual and spiritual 
development. We help each other listen for the still-speaking God. 

A Justice Seeking Community: We seek just peace through building relationships and through making small, deliberate choices. 
We advocate for individual human rights, and social and ecological justice, seeking to be in solidarity with the disadvantaged. 
Together, we seek to bring about the world God intends. 

A Faith-filled Community: We approach faith and worship in many different ways with respect and a desire for engagement with 
other traditions. We strive to use our Christian faith to guide our decisions and our actions. 

A Joyful Community: We are grateful for the gift of life and for each other. Fun and laughter are woven into the fabric of our lives 
together. We strive to bring a spirit of joy to all that we do. 

Mission Statement 

Rock Spring is a progressive Christian community - welcoming, compassionate, and joyful. We love and care for one another. We 
strive to discern God’s still-speaking voice through worship, study, fellowship, and service. We work for peace and social, 
economic, and ecological justice. We seek a greater understanding of others, and thus ourselves, recognizing that all persons are 
members of our one human family. Our community prepares and sustains us as we work together to bring about the world that 
we believe God intends. 

mailto:kathy@rockspringucc.org
mailto:laura@rockspringucc.org
mailto:ashley@rockspringucc.org
mailto:elizabeth@rockspringucc.org
mailto:ed@rockspringucc.org
mailto:intern@rockspringucc.org
mailto:admin@rockspringucc.org
mailto:bookkeeper@rockspringucc.org
mailto:office@rockspringucc.org

