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Rock Spring News
Let all we do be done in love.

Come on Home 			
We all know the feeling — the shaky ground,
sinking sand, water-is-rising, sun-is-fading feeling
that makes steady breathing an entire miracle,
and holding back tears a marvel in and of itself.
And when those days come, I call my parents.
And I call my church,
and I call my friends,
and they say in unison what God has said
from the very beginning, which is, “Come on home.”
Is there anything more healing than an open door?
If you’re seeking sanctuary,
if the waters are rising —
listen.
It may be hard to hear, but God is always saying,
“Come on home.”
Credit: Rev. Sarah Speed @sanctifed art

“Close to Home” is the theme for this Advent and Christmas
at Rock Spring. Home, of course, is both physical and
metaphorical, something we seek and something we are
called to build.
As we journey through the scriptures, music, and rituals of
this season, we carry the memories and truths of this season
close to our hearts. The Close to Home theme acknowledges
the “already but not yet” tension of our faith: Emmanuel
is with us, and yet, God’s promised day — our everlasting
home — is not fully realized. It names our deep longing for
God to come close to us. Ultimately, God is our home and
resting place. God draws near and makes a home on earth;
sacred ground is all around us.
This Advent, may we be comforted by the One who dwells
intimately with us. May we expand safety and sanctuary for
everyone wandering far from home. May we come home —
wherever home is found — to live fully with joy, hope, and
courage.

Worship and Music
Advent at Rock Spring
We look forward to welcoming you home this Advent and Christmas!
We have expanded our capacity for worship in the sanctuary to 100 people and we are
making plans to accommodate additional people in the “Christmas Chapel” in Upper
Neighborhood House. Rock Spring will continue to ask for members, friends, and visitors
to pre-register for worship so that we will have a record for contract tracing, if necessary.
Throughout the Advent and Christmas series, Close to Home, we will be exploring the
image of home, what it is to long for it, plan for it, make it, experience it, and welcome
others in. There will be lots of music in every service, including selections from Handel’s
Messiah from the Sanctuary Choir and Rock Spring Quartet, and musical offerings from our
youth musicians and the Handbell Choir.
The following services are of special note:
Sermon in Song: Vivaldi’s Gloria
Sunday, December 19 at 10:00 a.m.
On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, we will experience a “Sermon in Song” with the
Sanctuary Choir performing Vivaldi’s Gloria as a part of our worship service.
Worship S’more: Cocoa and Carols Edition
Sunday, December 19 at 4:00 p.m.
All are invited to gather around the fire for a special “Cocoa and Carols” edition of Worship
S’more with time for sharing, hearing a story, and singing some favorite Christmas Carols.
After the brief service, enjoy fellowship with hot chocolate and Christmas cookies.
The Longest Night
Tuesday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m.
This service of shadows and light will recognize the long nights in our world and in our
lives, and then anticipate the season’s turning toward more light. Musician and vocalist
Ryan Walker, accompanied by Mike Jolkovski, will provide song and sound for this
reflective service of readings and candles.

Rock Spring Enters Phase 3 of Reopening
It is such a joy to have Rock Spring continuing to reopen safely. Being able to worship
together — and sing! — is something none of us will take for granted for a long time.
Our Church Council has voted to move Rock Spring into Phase 3 of reopening, meaning
that we can welcome up to 100 people in the Sanctuary (50% capacity). We are
streamlining registration and check-in procedures, and seeking to remove barriers to
attendance while also ensuring that we don’t have to turn people away unexpectedly.
The Reopening Task Force is hopeful that they will be able to recommend moving into
Phase 4 (150 people, 75% capacity) before Christmas, and with the recent approval of
vaccines for children ages 5-11 years, the CE Board is making plans to begin offering
Sunday School in January. Stay tuned!
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Worship and Music
Hark, How the Bells!
Music this Season at Rock Spring
The musicians at Rock Spring are thrilled to be back in the Sanctuary to ring and sing this
Advent season! We are excited to bring you music to welcome and inspire you. We will
highlight our youth musicians with some wonderful preludes, and we are excited to feature
our Sanctuary Choir in person again at Sunday services.
Here are our anticipated offerings:
In Worship on November 28: Josh Long, our pastoral intern, will bring jazzy music into the
service and the Rock Spring Quartet will sing a wonderful André Thomas piece,
Keep Your Lamps.
In Worship on December 5: We will feature selections from Handel’s Messiah. The
Sanctuary Choir will sing And the Glory of the Lord, and Ashton Worley (our alto section
leader) and Elizabeth Kluegel Niblock will sing the duet, He Shall Feed His Flock.
In Worship on December 12: We return with Messiah selections. The Sanctuary Choir will
sing And He Shall Purify, and David Miranda (our tenor section leader) will sing Comfort
Ye/Every Valley.
Sermon in Song, December 19: The highlight of our season! The Sanctuary Choir will bring
you Vivaldi’s delightful oratorio, Gloria, with string quartet, soloists, and glorious choruses.
The Handbell Choir, with director Kimberly Hess, will bring seasonal selections that will
herald the arrival of the angels (as all bells do!).
Christmas Eve, December 24 at 4:30 p.m.: The music at this family-friendly outdoor
service will be led on guitar by the talented multi-instrumentalist Josh Long, with Elizabeth
Kluegel Niblock leading the carols.
Christmas Eve, December 24 at 8:00 p.m.: We return to our traditional service of Lessons
and Carols with harp, organ, flutes, and the Sanctuary Choir!

“Fill the Stable” Advent Donations
Rock Spring is taking the Advent journey to the manger by inviting you to bring an offering
each week for our neighbors. This year’s “stable offerings” will replace the Christmas tree
tags from years past. We will contribute items for babies, seniors, refugees/immigrants,
those experiencing hunger, and those seeking a home. Offerings can be brought on
Sundays before noon and put in the stable near the main office, or dropped off at the
church office 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Week 1: November 28: TWIN size sheets, blankets, or comforters for PathForward (formerly
ASPAN)
Week 2: December 5: New socks and donations of $50 to buy boots for SEEC (Shirlington
Education and Employment Center) workers. Click here to give online for SEEC Boots.
Week 3: December 12: Diapers for refugee families, especially in sizes 4, 5, and 6.
Week 4: December 19: Cozy box items for residents of Culpepper Garden — cans of
chicken noodle soup, apple cider, hot chocolate, slipper socks, gloves, or tea.
Christmas Eve: December 24: Cooking oil for AFAC (Arlington Food Assistance Center).
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Annual Meeting
Annual Meeting:
New Endowment Fund to be Considered
Our Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 30, following worship. The Official
Call to the Meeting will be forthcoming; however, we do know the meeting will include
receiving and acting on the report from the Nominating Committee, receiving and acting
on the 2022 Budget, and voting on a proposed Justice and Peace Fund, proposed by the
Social Action and Mission Board and affirmed by the Council. That proposal is as follows.
Proposal for Justice and Peace Mission Fund
The Social Action and Mission (SAM) Board proposes that the current Winfield Peace
Fund, established in 1984 primarily as a gift in memory of Gerald Winfield, be renamed
and expanded to better serve the Rock Spring of today and of the future. This fund would
include designated contributions from at least three members, which would be added to
the current amount in the Winfield Peace Fund of approximately $9,000.
The original intent of the fund was to promote “seminars and other church activities related
to world peace.” We recognize the importance of this aim, but also the many changes that
have occurred in the years since 1984 and believe a new mission for this fund will help
better to spread peace. We are part of a global community, and peace anywhere in the
world, from Arlington to the Middle East and beyond, cannot exist without justice. We also
recognize the particular urgency of this moment in history, from climate change to racial
justice to the poverty magnified by COVID-19.
We therefore propose that the Winfield Peace fund be renamed the Justice and Peace
Mission Fund.
All gifts in or donated to the fund will be used to support justice and peace within our
community — local, national, or international. Fund uses would be suggested to SAM
Board via submission of a form available on the church’s website, and generally reviewed
on a quarterly basis, except in case of more urgent need.
Examples of such efforts or projects are (note — these are examples, not restrictions):

•

Make a special contribution to an organization that is responding to a particular
event, e.g. to help with Afghan refugees.

•

Help defray costs of Rock Springers going on a mission trip, for example to the
Middle East.

•

Pay for a speaker or some important resource to help Rock Springers be more
effective in their quest for peace and justice.

•

Pay for, or defray costs of a conference.

A simple application based on the current SAM Grants application would be used to gather
basic information, including the description of the need, who it would serve, and the
requested amount. The past two years we’ve funded several ad-hoc donations related to
COVID-19 relief or other local issues through SAM in a way like this. A list of who received
gifts/grants from the fund would be listed in the annual report, and we would request that
the recipient let us know how the money was spent with a short narrative report.
In addition, the Finance Board recommends that we close the current Mission Fund in the
Endowment, and any balance be transferred to the Justice and Peace Mission Fund.
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Congregational Life
A Future with Hope
Thanks to all of you who have made a pledge for 2022 either online or with a pledge card.
Your pledge makes a difference. Your contributions not only support the mission of Rock
Spring, but the information that you provide through your pledge also helps the Finance
Board know how to budget for the coming year.
If you have yet to pledge for 2022, please consider pledging today.

Olive Oil Ministry
We will again join more than two dozen churches in selling olive oil and other fair trade
Palestinian products during Advent. Sales will take place after worship on December 5,
12, and 19, or by special arrangement with Laura Martin or Diana Maxwell. Proceeds will
benefit the nonprofit Playgrounds for Palestine.
Payment may be made online here by selecting “Olive Oil Ministry,” with cash, or by check
with “Olive Oil Ministry” noted in the memo line. Find more about the Olive Oil Ministry,
along with order forms, here.

The Christmas Fund
The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees of the
United Church of Christ for over 100 years, providing emergency grants, supplementation
of small annuities and health premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” checks each
December to our lower-income retirees. Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
emergency financial needs of many who serve the church have increased dramatically.
In such a time as this, the need for the Christmas Fund is more urgent than ever. You can
contribute to the fund any time in December online or with a check noting “Christmas
Fund” in the memo line.

There’s No Place Like Home
Monday, December 6 at 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 7 at 5:00 p.m.
What is it like to literally be seeking a home this holiday season?
Our Advent theme of Close to Home will be made real as we learn from nonprofit housing
providers in Arlington and Fairfax. On Monday, December 6 and Tuesday, December 7,
partners from Shelter House, New Hope Housing, Path Forward (formerly ASPAN), Bridges
to Independence, Doorways, and Arlington Partnership for Affordable Housing (APAH) will
share their program’s mission and answer your questions about their services and how to
engage. All of these partners have been awarded grants by the church’s Social Action and
Mission Board. The sessions will end by 5:45 p.m. and you are welcome to listen in only/
keep your camera off!
Join December 6 Zoom by clicking here.
Join December 7 Zoom by clicking here.
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Congregational Life
2022 Art Show
For Such a Time as This: Art in Pandemic
Rock Spring will have an art show this coming January on the theme, For Such a Time
as This: Art in Pandemic. 2020, the year of COVID-19, was a singular year never to be
forgotten, which had a profound impact on all of us. Pandemic, virus, socially distant,
masks, isolation, racial justice, truth, conspiracies, extreme weather — words we
encountered almost daily. Our art show will feature photographs, mixed media pieces,
poetry, and a variety of other pieces that demonstrate how Rock Springers found meaning
in such a time as this.
Art Show Viewing Schedule
Sunday, January 23 after worship
Monday, January 24 from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, January 26 from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
Thursday, January 27 from 6:00 – 7:15 p.m.
Friday, January 28 from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 30 after worship until 1:00 p.m.

Produce Packing Success
We’re thrilled to share that the Produce Packing effort at Rock Spring has yielded another
great year. This year’s total poundage of produce donated, packaged, and delivered added
up to an impressive grand total of 9,107.5 pounds! This effort was the result of 60 different
donors, some one-time-only, and some weekly “regulars.”
This year’s total surpasses last year’s total by more than a ton. Last year, we processed
6,826.5 pounds and had 54 donors.
A couple quick highlights of the season:

•

Global Co-Lab brought a news team to Rock Spring (they told us ahead of time
that it might happen), to show the bagging process. Rock Springer Jay Fellows was
interviewed and did us proud.

•

As we know, lots of people started gardens during the pandemic. One new garden
(new in 2021) was at Yorktown High School. Yorktown student Nate Hankins was
one of the gardeners at this garden, and he was the one who usually brought the
garden’s produce to the church. Most of the donations were small — 1 to 3 pounds
— but he kept at it. Some weeks, he’d get to the Yorktown garden to find that
someone had stolen the produce. But in the words of Elizabeth Warren, “and yet
[they] persisted.” Nate’s mom, Jennifer Hankins, sometimes dropped off the garden’s
produce, and she told Becky Halbe in October that Nate was hoping to reach 100
pounds of produce donated. Each week, they got a little closer. Their end tally?
108.5 pounds!

Thank you to everyone who contributed and volunteered, and we hope to see you again
next year!
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Net Zero Update
On Monday, September 13, Arlington County completed the rough-in inspection for the conduit installed in the Carpenter
Hall attic. Having received this approval we were able to move forward with having the roof deck in Carpenter Hall
insulated, the solar panels installed, the drop down ceiling installed, and Carpenter Hall given a fresh coat of paint.
Fifth Fuel, the insulation contractor, returned to install closed cell foam insulation to achieve an R38 insulation level in
the Carpenter Hall roof deck. This closed cell insulation was then covered with intumescent paint to create a 15-minute
thermal barrier. After the Carpenter Hall insulation was put into place, we had the solar panels installed.
The solar panel installation on the Carpenter Hall roof was completed on October 21. It took four days to install. All the
panels (modules) on the front side are 375 watt modules, as well as the four modules on the back side. There are a total of
119 modules, which are broken down as follows, for a total of 119 - 375 watt modules or 44,625 watts.

•
•
•
•

Three rows of 25 - 375 watt modules = 75 modules or 28,125 watts
One row of 24 - 375 watt modules = 24 modules or 9,000 watts
One row of 16 - 375 watt modules = 16 modules or 6,000 watts
One row of 4 - 375 watt modules = 4 modules or 1,500 watts

Our contractor, Sustainable Energy Systems (SES) is estimating that a system with 44.6 watts of DC will provide us with
56.4kWh of solar output. Their 56.4 kWh estimate was derived from taking the usage information we provided them for
over 12 months, which was 122,880kWh, and offsetting this total by 46% (production estimate) to get the 56.4kWh.
After the panels were installed, we had to obtain a final electrical inspection from the County. On November 17 we
obtained this final approval from the County. Having received the inspection certificate, we are now in the process of
submitting an application to Dominion Energy for permission to operate the system and for the installation of a new meter.
Our contractor, SES, has informed us that Dominion will not give us any prior notice on the meter installation, they will just
send a tech out to replace the meter, then notify us.
We began painting in Carpenter Hall on November 22. The order for the drop-down ceiling materials for Carpenter Hall
has been placed and all was delivered on Wednesday, November 24. HP Contracting will start installing the drop-down
ceiling on Monday, November 29. It will take approximately two weeks to complete the work.
We will be starting the second phase of the Net Zero project once we have completed phase one. This next phase will
include getting estimates and proposals from contractors for designing and installing building automation, to include
security, heating and A/C controls, lighting controls, etc.; installation of new windows in Neighborhood House and the
Parsonage; and installation of shades in the Sanctuary windows.

The new solar
panels on the roof
of Rock Spring’s
Carpenter Hall.
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5010 Little Falls Road,
Arlington, VA 22207
703 - 538 - 4886
www.RockSpringUCC.org
Mission Statement
Rock Spring is a progressive Christian community - welcoming, compassionate, and joyful. We love and care for one
another. We strive to discern God’s still-speaking voice through worship, study, fellowship, and service. We work for
peace and social, economic, and ecological justice. We seek a greater understanding of others, and thus ourselves,
recognizing that all persons are members of our one human family. Our community prepares and sustains us as we
work together to bring about the world that we believe God intends.

A Prayer for These Times
The following prayer was shared at our August Rock Spring Church Council meeting by Council Chair, Vince
Meehan. It was written by Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, S.J. (1881-1955), who was a Jesuit priest and a French
philosopher who also trained as a paleontologist and geologist.
Patient Trust
Above all, trust in the slow work of God.
We are quite naturally impatient in everything to reach the end without delay.
We should like to skip the intermediate stages.
We are impatient of being on the way to something unknown, something new.
And yet it is the law of all progress that it is made by passing through
some stages of instability — and that it may take a very long time.
And so I think it is with you.
Your ideas mature gradually — let them grow, let them shape themselves, without
undue haste.
Don’t try to force them on, as though you could be today what time
(that is to say, grace and circumstances acting on your own good will)
will make of you tomorrow.
Only God could say what this new spirit gradually forming within you will be.
Give Our Lord the benefit of believing that his hand is leading you,
and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself in suspense and incomplete.

The Congregation, The Ministers
Kathy Dwyer, Senior Pastor
kathy@rockspringucc.org
Laura Martin, Associate Pastor
laura@rockspringucc.org
Ashley Martinage, Director of Faith Formation
ashley@rockspringucc.org
Elizabeth Kluegel Niblock, Director of Music
elizabeth@rockspringucc.org
Ed Roberts, Assistant Director of Music
and Organist
ed@rockspringucc.org

Administrative Staff:
Kathryn Grams, Communications Manager
& Bookkeeper
communications@rockspringucc.org
bookkeeper@rockspringucc.org
Stephen Williams
admin@rockspringucc.org
Sarah Steel, Facility Manager
office@rockspringucc.org
Custodial Staff:
Brian Davis
Childcare Staff:
Fern Lawrence & Blanca Cespedes

