First Sunday of Advent
Sunday, November 28, 2021
10:00 a.m.

Welcome to Rock Spring
Congregational
United Church of Christ
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!
Rock Spring is a progressive Christian community – welcoming, compassionate,
and joyful. We love and care for one another. We strive to discern God’s still-speaking voice
through worship, study, fellowship, and service. We work for peace and social, economic,
and ecological justice. We seek a greater understanding of others, and thus ourselves,
recognizing that all persons are members of our one human family. Our community
prepares and sustains us as we work together to bring about the world that we believe God
intends.
Join Us In Virtual Worship On:
• Our website: https://www.rockspringucc.org/worship-livestream/
• Streamspot: https://bit.ly/RSlivestream
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/rockspringucc
• YouTube: http://bit.ly/RockSpringYT
• Amazon Fire TV (search for “Rock Spring UCC” on the Apps menu)
• Roku (search for “Rock Spring UCC” on the Apps menu)
Our services are livestreamed and archived on our website for future viewing.
All copyrighted material is licensed through One License (A-709021: Annual License) and
WORSHIPcast (Annual License #12732) and may not be reproduced without permission.
Have a prayer request during the service?
Text Ashley at 703-447-0873.
Online Giving – Your continued generosity is greatly appreciated.
• To give online, please go to https://rockspringucc.breezechms.com/give/online.
• To give via text, text the word “Give” and the amount you wish to donate
to 1-703-783-2642. More detailed instructions can be found on our Giving page.

Order of Worship
An asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to stand.
“The reign of God, the eschatological liberation of the world, is already in process, is
already being established. It takes shape in concrete modifications of actual life.”
~ Leonardo Boff

PRELUDE����������������������������������������������������������������� Eleanor Meehan, violin
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP�������������������������������������������������������������������� Rob Rudin
One: Can one be homesick for something you’ve never known?
ALL: We are homesick for a just world,
for peace like rivers, for the end of suffering.
Yes, we are homesick —
for joy that is contagious,
for nations that feel like neighbors, and for hospitals that run empty.
We are homesick for the world God promises.
We are homesick, but we are on our way.
God is here. God is still creating.
Let us worship Holy God.
*HYMN #125 (NEXT PAGE)������������������������������������������������������� HYFRYDOL
Come, O Long-expected Jesus

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES��������������������������������� the Lohmeyer Family
We hope for a world where all are fed.
We hope for a world with more bridges than walls.
We hope for a world with wide open doors.
We hope for a world with contagious laughter.
We hope for a world where trees grow tall and creeks run clean.
We hope for a world where all people feel at home —
in their bodies, in the church, in their physical homes.
We hope for that world.
We long for that world.
We are homesick for that world.
So today we light the candle of hope,
because hope keeps our hearts alive as we wait.
May this light be a reminder that the wait is always worth it.
We are close to home. May we carry hope with us. Amen.
A TIME FOR ALL AGES
WITNESS OF SCRIPTURE��������������������������������������������������������������������� Rob Rudin
Luke 21:25-36
MUSICAL OFFERING�������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Prince
Sign O’ The Times
Josh Long, vocals/guitar; Dan Betts, bass; Nate Niblock, drums
SERMON�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Josh Long
Holding On To Hope
MUSICAL OFFERING����������������������������������������������������������������������Andre Thomas
Keep Your Lamps
The Rock Spring Quartet with Nate Niblock, percussion

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Have a prayer request during the service?
Text Ashley at 703-447-0873.
THE LORD’S PRAYER (UNISON)
Holy One*, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
for ever. Amen.
*May use Creator, Father, Parent, Abba
SERVICE OF COMMUNION
All those who would like to join us in communion are welcome! Grape juice is
served, and gluten-free bread is available. Those worshipping with us at home are
invited to join in with their own versions of bread and drink.
*HYMN #517 (NEXT PAGE)��������������������������������������������������������������BEECHER
Love Divine, All Love Excelling

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

SERVICE CREDITS: The cover image, the Call to Worship, and the Advent Wreath liturgy
are from A Sanctified Art.

TODAY’S LEADERS
Liturgist: Rob Rudin
Ushers: Dick Metzger, Will Martyn, Jean Webb, Stacie Northrup
Hospitality: The Lohmeyer Family
NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE
Luke 3:1-6

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The 2021 Advent Edition of the Rock Spring News is out!
Take a look at what’s coming up for Advent and in the new year. Read it online here.
Advent at Rock Spring: Close to Home
We look forward to welcoming you home this Advent and Christmas! We have
expanded our capacity for worship in the sanctuary to 100 and we are making plans
to accommodate additional people in the “Christmas Chapel” in Upper Neighborhood
House. Rock Spring will continue to ask for members, friends, and visitors to pre-register
for worship so that we will have a record for contract tracing, if necessary.
Throughout the Advent and Christmas series we will be exploring the image of home,
what it is to long for it, plan for it, make it, experience it, and welcome others in. There
will be lots of music in every service, including selections from Handel’s Messiah from
the Sanctuary Choir and Rock Spring quartet and musical offerings from youth of Rock
Spring and the Bell Choir.
Vivaldi’s Gloria
Sunday, December 19 at 10:00 a.m.
The Sanctuary Choir will perform Vivaldi’s Gloria as the “Sermon in Song” for the Fourth
Sunday of Advent.

Advent Stable
Rock Spring is taking the Advent journey to the manger by inviting you to bring an
offering each week for our neighbors. This year’s “stable offerings” will replace the
Christmas tree tags from years past. We will contribute items for babies, seniors,
refugees/immigrants, those experiencing hunger, and those seeking a home. Offerings
can be brought on Sundays before noon and put in the stable near the main office, or
dropped off at the church office 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Monday – Friday.
Week 1: November 28: Twin size sheets, blankets, or comforters for PathForward
(formerly ASPAN).
Week 2: December 5: New socks and donations of $50 to buy boots for SEEC
(Shirlington Education and Employment Center) workers. You can give online here by
choosing “Give to SEEC Boots.”
Week 3: December 12: Diapers for refugee families, especially in sizes 4, 5, and 6.
Week 4: December 19: Cozy box items for residents of Culpepper Garden—cans of
chicken noodle soup, apple cider, hot chocolate, slipper socks, gloves, or tea.
Christmas Eve: Cooking oil for AFAC, the Arlington Food Assistance Center.
Olive Oil Ministry Sales
We will again join more than two dozen churches in selling olive oil and other fair trade
Palestinian products during Advent. Sales will take place after worship on December 5,
12, and 19, or by special arrangement with Laura Martin or Diana Maxwell. Proceeds
will benefit the nonprofit Playgrounds for Palestine. Payment may be made online here
by selecting “Olive Oil Ministry,” with cash, or by check with “Olive Oil Ministry” in
the memo line. Find out more about the Olive Oil Ministry here.
Mindful Making with Molly
Friday, December 3 from 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Join Zoom: https://bit.ly/MindfulMaking
Join Molly McCracken for a moment of Zen as the busy holiday season gets underway.
This month, we will explore experimental mark making. You will want to have some
sort of mark making implements (pencil, pen, marker, crayon, colored pencil, etc) and a
substrate (paper is probably best for this, but the color doesn’t matter as long as you can
see your marks). Enjoy a time of fellowship and see where the process takes you.
There’s No Place Like Home
Monday, December 6 Zoom and Tuesday, December 7 Zoom, both at 5:00 p.m.
What is it like to literally be seeking a home this holiday season? Our Advent theme
of “Close to Home” will be made real as we learn from nonprofit housing providers in
Arlington and Fairfax. Partners from Shelter House, New Hope Housing, Path Forward
(formerly ASPAN), Bridges to Independence, Doorways, and APAH will share their
program’s mission and answer your questions about their services and how to engage.
Join the zoom sessions at 5:00 p.m. with three providers each night. All of these
partners have been awarded grants by our Social Action and Mission Board.
Worship S’more: Cocoa & Carols Edition
Sunday, December 19 at 4:00 p.m.
All are invited to gather around the fire for a special “Cocoa and Carols” edition of
Worship S’more with time for sharing, hearing a story, and singing some favorite
Christmas Carols. After the brief service, enjoy a time of fellowship with hot chocolate
& Christmas cookies.

The Longest Night
Tuesday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m.
This service of shadows and light will recognize the long nights in our world and in our
lives, and then anticipate the season’s turning toward more light. Musician and vocalist
Ryan Walker, accompanied by Mike Jolkovski, will provide song and sound for this
reflective service of readings and candles. Sign up to attend in person here.
Christmas Eve Services
Friday, December 24
4:30 p.m. Outdoor Christmas Eve Service
Gather around the stable for this family-friendly service. No registration is necessary.
8:00 p.m. Lessons and Carols
Registration for this traditional service of Lessons & Carols begins December 1.
Native American Heritage Month
Learning: This week, the focus is on some of the challenges indigenous people face,
such as voting rights, violence against women, and health care equity. You can find even
more resources about key issues here. Giving: The national UCC has made creation care
the theme of their 2021 Giving Tuesday campaign, and is contributing 70% of the funds
raised to Honor the Earth. Learn more here.

Join Us Throughout the Week:
Great Courses: Fall of the Pagans and the Origins of Medieval Christianity
Sundays @ 11:15 a.m. via Zoom
Join via Zoom: http://bit.ly/RSVideoClass
Meeting ID: 846 1030 7017; Passcode: 666321
Middler YoRS: 2nd and 4th Sundays @ 11:30 a.m.
We will meet in person at Rock Spring.
Choristers Choir: Sundays @ 12:15 p.m. via Zoom
Rehearsals will be online.
High School YoRS: 2nd and 4th Sundays @ 4:30 p.m.
We will meet in person at Rock Spring.
Adult Bible Study (Lectionary): Tuesdays @ 10:00 a.m. via Zoom
Explore the focus text for the coming Sunday’s worship service.
Facilitated by the preaching pastor and/or participants.
Handbell Choir: Tuesdays @ 7:00 p.m.
Rehearsals will be in person at Rock Spring.
Reading the Bible in Pandemic: Thursdays @ 1:30 p.m. via Zoom
Sanctuary Choir: Thursdays @ 7:30 p.m.
Rehearsals will be in person at Rock Spring.
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