
 
Grounded in Servanthood

Sunday, September 19, 2021

10:00 a.m.



Welcome to Rock Spring 
Congregational  

United Church of Christ
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,

you are welcome here! 
 
 

Rock Spring is a progressive Christian community – welcoming, compassionate, 
and joyful. We love and care for one another. We strive to discern God’s still-speaking voice 
through worship, study, fellowship, and service. We work for peace and social, economic, 
and ecological justice. We seek a greater understanding of others, and thus ourselves, 
recognizing that all persons are members of our one human family. Our community 
prepares and sustains us as we work together to bring about the world that we believe God 
intends. 
 
 

Join Us In Virtual Worship On:
• Our website: https://www.rockspringucc.org/worship-livestream/

• Streamspot: https://bit.ly/RSlivestream 

• Facebook: www.facebook.com/rockspringucc

• YouTube: http://bit.ly/RockSpringYT 

• Amazon Fire TV (search for “Rock Spring UCC” on the Apps menu)

• Roku (search for “Rock Spring UCC” on the Apps menu)

Our services are livestreamed and archived on our website for future viewing.  
All copyrighted material is licensed through One License (A-709021: Annual License) and 
WORSHIPcast (Annual License #12732) and may not be reproduced without permission.

Have a prayer request during the service?
 Text Ashley at 703-447-0873. 

Online Giving – Your continued generosity is greatly appreciated. 
• To give online, please go to https://rockspringucc.breezechms.com/give/online. 
• To give via text, text the word “Give” and the amount you wish to donate  

to 1-703-783-2642. 

https://bit.ly/RSlivestream
http://www.facebook.com/rockspringucc
http://www.onelicense.net
https://christiancopyrightsolutions.com/worshipcast/


“I slept and dreamt that life was joy.  
I awoke and saw that life was service.  
I acted and behold, service was joy.”

~ Rabindranath Tagore

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP --------------------------------------------------------------------- Clif Hood 

 A love that never ceases,  

 A creativity that designed the universe,  

 A hope that cannot be quenched, 

 A pursuit of reconciliation no matter the cost: 

 These are the things that are of God,  

 Then let us worship God. 

HYMN MORE MUSIC #2 (NEXT PAGE) ------------------------ LET US BUILD A HOUSE 

 Let Us Build a House

Order of Worship





PRAYER OF CONNECTION 

 Jesus said, “I was hungry and you gave me food.  

 I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink.  

 I was a stranger and you welcomed me.  

 I was naked and you clothed me.  

 I was sick and you visited me.  

 I was in prison and you came to me.”  

 When did we see you in prison and minister to you?  

 “In as much as you did to the least of these, my brothers and sisters, you did it to me.”  

 Connected by the Spirit,   

 Let all we do be done in love.

A TIME FOR ALL AGES   

WITNESS OF SCRIPTURE ---------------------------------------------------------------------- Clif Hood 

 Mark 9:30-37   

SERMON ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Laura Martin 

 Grounded in Servanthood

WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC --------------------------------------------------------------Alice Parker 

 Be Thou My Vision 

 The Rock Spring Quartet

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 Have a prayer request during the service? 

 Text Ashley at 703-447-0873. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (UNISON) 
 Holy One*, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

 kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory  

 for ever. Amen.  

        *May use Creator, Father, Parent, Abba 



HYMN #677 (CONT. NEXT PAGE) ----------------------------------------------WORLD PEACE 

 Let There Be Peace on Earth 



BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE

SERVICE CREDITS: The Call to Worship is from https://holdfasttowhatisgood.com/liturgy/
call-to-worship/.

https://holdfasttowhatisgood.com/liturgy/call-to-worship/
https://holdfasttowhatisgood.com/liturgy/call-to-worship/


ALTAR FLOWERS
Today’s flowers are given by Susan & Wayne Limberg with gratitude  
for this community joined together in a holy experiment of worship. 

TODAY’S LEADERS
Liturgist: Clif Hood

Ushers: Joanne Kelly, Dwight Rodgers, Judy Johnson, Karin Croft

Hospitality: Jack & Carolyn Ebeler

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE
Numbers 11:25-29

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Playground Playdate 
Saturday, September 25 from 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
High View Park 
1945 N Dinwiddie Street, Arlington 
Children of all ages and their families are invited to connect with church friends and 
just play! High View Park has playground equipment for children of all ages, basketball 
courts and an open field, bathrooms, and bleachers. Ashley will be there with popsicles!

GAP Stream Cleanup 
Sunday, September 26 
1:00-4:00 p.m. (two shifts available) 
Bluemont Park 
Gather near the Caboose in Bluemont Park for our 4th annual Stream Cleanup sponsored 
by GAP and led by our partner EcoAction Arlington! Wade in Four Mile Run, remove 
invasive species from the pollinator garden (part of an Eagle Scout project by Rock 
Spring’s Grant Miller), and help make Arlington more sustainable for plants, creatures, 
and people!

This is an excellent family-friendly project for people of all ages, with something for 
everyone to contribute. Feel free to come at 1:00 p.m. or start at 2:30, as you choose. 
Friends, neighbors, and others are warmly welcome too! Participants will need to 
accept the EcoAction Arlington Volunteer Assumption of Risk, Waiver of Liability, and 
COVID-19 Agreement. If dangerous weather is forecast, we will cancel the event; 
however, we can work in a light rain. Sign up here, or contact Laura Watchman  
(202-251-8764 or laurawatchman@gmail.com).

Welcome, Autumn Jackson! 
Our new Office Manager, Autumn Jackson, started on Monday. Autumn is a recent 
graduate of Prince George’s Community College, where she earned her associates 
degree studying Business and government. Going forward, she’s continuing her studies 
in pursuit of a bachelors degree in business and non-profit. When she’s not working or 
studying, Autumn loves to play with her dog and two birds! Say hello and welcome to 
Autumn at admin@rockspringucc.org.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8HW7XwEwtpEnTJ6JaAZZLodHlh6lrbY0NXNzCJwmMEX4mGA/viewform
mailto:laurawatchman@gmail.com
mailto:admin@rockspringucc.org


Worship S’more  
Wednesday, September 29 
7:00 p.m. on the Rock Spring lawn 
Come gather around the fire for Worship S’more, a simple evening vespers service 
of singing, sharing, story, and prayer. Designed for people of all ages, the service 
concludes with fellowship as we roast marshmallows and make s’mores. Please bring 
your own chair or blanket to sit on. No registration required.

Rock Spring Art Show  
For Such a Time as This: Art in Pandemic  
Let us know you’re interested by Thursday, September 30 
Do you sculpt, paint, draw, make pottery, weave? Do you create collages or 
needlework, or take photos? Do you write poetry? Rock Spring will have an art show 
this winter on the theme, For Such a Time as This: Art in Pandemic. Please contact 
Donna Moss or Dorothy Earnest by Thursday, September 30 to let us know you are 
interested in participating. More details here.

Mindful Making with Molly McCracken 
First Fridays, beginning October 1, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Join via Zoom: https://bit.ly/MindfulMaking 
Join Rock Spring artist Molly McCracken on Friday, October 1 for our first “Mindful 
Making” event. This month, Molly will lead us in creating selfie portraits like those 
pictured here (done by YoRS). For this project, you will need a “selfie” photo that 
includes the top of your head to your shoulders and fills as much of the paper as 
possible, printed in black & white, on regular 8.5x11 paper. (If you need help with 
this, email Molly or Ashley.) You will also need some kind of paint, markers or colored 
pencils, scissors, glue and a thicker piece of paper, cardstock or cardboard that is the 
same size (or slightly bigger) than your selfie. As always, you are welcome to follow 
her lead, or to work on your own project. Email Ashley (ashley@rockspringucc.org) to 
receive detailed monthly reminders.

Blessing of the Animals 
Sunday, October 3 
Rock Spring will celebrate the Blessing of the Animals both online and in-person!  We 
will again celebrate a “parade of pets” in worship on October 3 with your photos of 
pets, living or passed on. You can submit photos directly here or send to Laura via email 
or text if you are unable to use the link. Then join us that afternoon for a “drive by” 
pet blessing outside any time from 2-3:30 p.m.  Bring your pet any time in there to be 
blessed and then pose at a “photo station” with your pet and take home a treat!  Pets of 
all kinds are welcome; please just bring them leashed or in a crate, as appropriate.

Postcarding Party for Reclaim Our Vote 
Sunday, October 3 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Amy & Doug Bergner’s House: 1956 Rhode Island Ave, McLean 
Join fellow Rock Springers to write postcards for Reclaim Our Vote, a non-partisan 
group, to reach out to underrepresented and/or infrequent Virginia voters of color. 
Infrequent voters run the risk of being purged from the voter rolls, as highlighted 
in this Virginia Public Radio story, which makes Reclaim Our Vote’s Get Out the 
Vote campaign even more relevant. We’re conveying the urgency of voting in this 
consequential election, informing them of the state’s generous Early Voting dates, and 
offering helpful voter resources. More info here.

Please contact Rick Hale at randkhale@gmail.com as soon as possible(by September 29) 
if you’d like to participate, and let him know how many postcards you wish to send.

mailto:donnamossiam%40gamil.com?subject=
mailto:dorothyearnest%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.rockspringucc.org/news/5532/
https://bit.ly/MindfulMaking
https://www.rockspringucc.org/news/resources-for-mindful-making/
mailto:ashley@rockspringucc.org
https://rockspringucc-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ddwyer_rockspringucc_onmicrosoft_com/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?p=26&s=aHR0cHM6Ly9yb2Nrc3ByaW5ndWNjLW15LnNoYXJlcG9pbnQuY29tLzpmOi9nL3BlcnNvbmFsL2Rkd3llcl9yb2Nrc3ByaW5ndWNjX29ubWljcm9zb2Z0X2NvbS9FcWNLMjlDbVl5eE11cTVvZnFTWGhJc0JDZHpZeFFYZ2k1a294Q1NielFJd3Zn&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9yb2Nrc3ByaW5ndWNjLW15LnNoYXJlcG9pbnQuY29tLzpmOi9nL3BlcnNvbmFsL2Rkd3llcl9yb2Nrc3ByaW5ndWNjX29ubWljcm9zb2Z0X2NvbS9FcWNLMjlDbVl5eE11cTVvZnFTWGhJc0JDZHpZeFFYZ2k1a294Q1NielFJd3ZnP3J0aW1lPUV6aUZMeDU1MlVn
mailto:laura%40rockspringucc.org?subject=
https://www.rockspringucc.org/news/virginia-election-postcard-campaign/
mailto:randkhale@gmail.com


Donate to AFAC 
AFAC is now accepting non-perishable food donations. There is a donation box in the 
Narthex for anyone who would like to donate an item when they attend a worship 
service in person, and another box by the office entrance that will be accessible Monday 
through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Rock Spring Book Group 
Wednesday, November 3 at 7:30 p.m. 
In-person & via Zoom 
Join Rock Spring readers to discuss Louise Erdrich’s Pulitzer Prize winning novel, The 
Night Watchman. The book tells the story of Thomas “Muskrat” Wazhashk and of the 
Turtle Mountain People during the 1950’s, as the United States government attempted to 
renege on its treaties and steal Native land. The Christian Science Monitor says, “In The 
Night Watchman Erdrich’s blend of spirituality, gallows humor, and political resistance is 
at play…It may be set in the 1950s, but the history it unearths and its themes of taking a 
stand against injustice are every bit as timely today.” Registration and Zoom information 
will be provided mid-October.

Souls to the Polls  
Sunday, October 24 at 11:00 a.m. 
Area churches are organizing a “Souls to the Polls” event where each congregation’s 
members will go to a nearby early voting location and vote together ahead of election 
day. The plan is to meet at the church at 11:00 a.m. (church service attendance not 
required) and drive in a car caravan to nearby Madison Community Center (3829 N. 
Stafford St) to vote. There’s plenty of parking. If this sounds fun, please reach out to 
Hannah Chismar (hchismar@mindspring.com) so she can gauge interest. NOTE: With 
early voting, Arlington voters can vote at any open location. However, you must be 
registered in Arlington to vote at Madison.

Sign Up for In-Person Worship 
Our hybrid worship services are now at 10:00 a.m. every Sunday. Reservations for 
worship will be required and we will continue to livestream the service, as usual. 

Each week, registration for the coming Sunday will open on Monday at 9:00 a.m. 
and close on Friday at 9:00 a.m. You can register via a link that will be posted on 
our homepage when registration opens. If you have not received a confirmation by 
11:00 a.m. on Friday, please call the office (703-538-4886) before 2:00 p.m., or email 
welcome@rockspringucc.org anytime. Find more information about returning to in-person 
worship here.

Rohrer Memorial Library Reopening and Expanded Hours 
The Rohrer Memorial Library is open! The library is open Sundays after the service, as 
well as when our church office is open — Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. The Library Committee is excited that we can expand the opportunity for you 
to peruse our wonderful collection and hope that you come by to check it out. 

Please do not leave donations in the library! Instead, email library@rockspringucc.org 
with the name of the hard copy book you wish to donate. We also welcome suggestions 
for new books you would like to recommend we purchase. 

Ways You Can Help Afghanistan Refugees 
There are many ways you can assist refugees who are currently in our area, as well as 
those who are now arriving from Afghanistan. Whether you can make check-in phone 
calls, provide temporary housing, offer professional mental health support, or drop off 
supplies, every effort is welcome and appreciated. Click here to find a way to help.

mailto:hchismar@mindspring.com
https://www.rockspringucc.org/
mailto:welcome@rockspringucc.org
https://www.rockspringucc.org/news/reopening-in-person-worship-faq/
http://www.librarycat.org/lib/rscucclibrary
mailto:library@rockspringucc.org
https://www.rockspringucc.org/news/here-are-ways-you-can-help-afghanistan-refugees/


Faith Formation for All Ages
Great Courses: Fall of the Pagans and the Origins of Medieval Christianity 

Sundays @ 11:15 a.m. via Zoom 
Join via Zoom: http://bit.ly/RSVideoClass 

Meeting ID: 846 1030 7017 
Passcode: 666321

Middler YoRS 
2nd and 4th Sundays @ 11:30 a.m. 

We will meet in person at Rock Spring.

High School YoRS 
2nd and 4th Sundays @ 4:30 p.m. 

We will meet in person at Rock Spring.

Adult Bible Study (Lectionary)  
Tuesdays @ 10:00 a.m. via Zoom 

Explore the focus text for the coming Sunday’s worship service.  
Facilitated by the preaching pastor and/or participants. 

Join Zoom 

Reading the Bible in Pandemic 
Thursdays @ 1:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Join Zoom

Choir for All Ages
Sanctuary Choir 

Thursdays @ 7:30 p.m. 
Rehearsals will be in person at Rock Spring.

Youth Choir 
1st and 3rd Sundays @ 11:30 a.m. 

Rehearsals will be in person at Rock Spring.

 Choristers Choir 
Sundays @ 12:15 p.m. via Zoom 

Rehearsals will be online: Join Zoom

Bell Choir 
Tuesdays @ 7:00 p.m. 

Rehearsals will be in person at Rock Spring.

http://bit.ly/RSVideoClass
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81687251753
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/193592268?pwd=TkRrTmtIcDI0RnlGWVNFRWpmMCtTZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86961427319?pwd=dm5hTVMxQ2x2bXdYVDhMMkt3SHprdz09 


Singing in a Choir During the Pandemic 
from Director of Music, Elizabeth Kluegel Niblock 
We are following the guidelines of the Re-opening Task Force and Church Council, and 
have the support of the Music Committee in our efforts to return to singing in person.

• Rock Spring does not want to discourage anyone from coming to a church event 
based on their vaccination status. However, as we all know, singing is considered a 
“super spreader” activity, and it would be difficult to keep safety as our number one 
priority if we have unvaccinated singers at rehearsals. This being said, we welcome 
fully vaccinated adult singers to join us for the Sanctuary Choir.  

• We will begin rehearsals fully masked. I have recently found out about a sort of cage 
or frame that can be easily clipped onto a cloth, surgical, or almost any other type of 
mask you might have. The cost of these is quite low (around $5/piece) and creates a 
safe barrier for singers. I will order them in bulk and provide them, but we welcome 
donations of $5 from those able to do so. Donations will go to the music budget. The 
best news about these frames is they are made of recycled plastic from the ocean 
(4ocean). Of course if you already have a singer’s mask or a preferred singing mask, 
please feel free to bring that, as well.

Feel free to reach out to Elizabeth@rockpsringucc.org with questions and/or for more info.

To Donate By Text: 
• Text the word “Give” and the amount you would like to donate to 

 1-703-783-2642.

• If you have donated by text before, you will receive a text in response confirming that 
your gift has been received successfully.

• If this is the first time you are donating by text, you will be sent a message that says, 
“It looks like you are a new giver,” and it will provide a link to the church’s online 
giving page.

• After clicking the link, you will be asked to supply a payment method (credit card, 
debit card, or bank account). This payment source will then be linked with your 
phone number so that, in the future, all you will need to do is text the amount (you 
will not need to re-enter your payment information each time).

https://www.4ocean.com/
mailto:Elizabeth@rockpsringucc.org


Rock Spring Congregational United Church of Christ

The Congregation, The Ministers

Kathryn N. Dwyer, Senior Pastor 
kathy@rockspringucc.org

Laura Martin, Associate Pastor  
laura@rockspringucc.org

Ashley Martinage, Director of Faith Formation
ashley@rockspringucc.org

Elizabeth Kluegel Niblock, Director of Music
elizabeth@rockspringucc.org

Edward Roberts, Assistant Director of Music, Organist
ed@rockspringucc.org

Josh Long, Seminary Intern 
intern@rockspringucc.org

Administrative Staff

Kathryn Grams, Communications Manager & Bookkeeper 
communications@rockspringucc.org 

bookkeeper@rockspringucc.org 

Autumn Jackson, Office Manager 
admin@rockspringucc.org

Sarah Steel, Facility Manager
office@rockspringucc.org 

Custodial Staff

Brian Davis

Childcare Staff

Fern Lawrence 
Blanca Cespedes



5010 Little Falls Road, Arlington, Virginia 22207
tel: 703-538-4886  •  fax: 703-538-6891

www.RockSpringUCC.org




