Sunday, July 18, 2021
11:00 a.m.

Welcome to Rock Spring
Congregational
United Church of Christ
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!
Rock Spring is a progressive Christian community – welcoming, compassionate,
and joyful. We love and care for one another. We strive to discern God’s still-speaking voice
through worship, study, fellowship, and service. We work for peace and social, economic,
and ecological justice. We seek a greater understanding of others, and thus ourselves,
recognizing that all persons are members of our one human family. Our community
prepares and sustains us as we work together to bring about the world that we believe God
intends.
Join Us In Virtual Worship On:
• Our website: https://www.rockspringucc.org/worship-music/worship-services-0
• Streamspot: https://bit.ly/RSlivestream
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/rockspringucc
• YouTube: http://bit.ly/RockSpringYT
• Amazon Fire TV (search for “Rock Spring UCC” on the Apps menu)
• Roku (search for “Rock Spring UCC” on the Apps menu)
Our services are livestreamed and archived on our website for future viewing.
All copyrighted material is licensed through One License (A-709021: Annual License) and
WORSHIPcast (Annual License #12732) and may not be reproduced without permission.
Online Giving – Your continued generosity is greatly appreciated.
• To give online, please go to www.rockspringucc.org/giving and click on Give Today.
• To give via text, text the word “Give” and the amount you wish to donate
to 1-703-783-2642.

Order of Worship
“If you are not resting, you will not make it. I need you to make it.”
~ The Nap Ministry

PRELUDE�����������������������������������������������������������������������Felix Mendelssohn
Duetto, op. 38, no. 6 in A flat
Peter Moll, piano
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP�������������������������������������������������������Hannah Dannenfelser
Some of us are exhausted.
We come to rest.
Some of us are curious about Jesus.
We come to learn.
Some of us are hungry.
We come to be fed.
Some of us are disoriented.
We come to pray.
Some of us are broken.
We come to be healed.
We gather around you this morning.
Teach us, feed us, hear us, heal us.
Grant us your peace. Amen.
HYMN #575 (NEXT PAGE)���������������������������������������������������� BEACH SPRING
Come and Find the Quiet Center

A TIME FOR CHILDREN
WITNESS OF SCRIPTURE
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
SERMON���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Laura Martin
WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC��������������������������������������������������������������Mark Hayes
Namaste
The Sanctuary Choir
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER (UNISON)
Holy One*, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
for ever. Amen.
*May use Creator, Father, Parent, Abba
HYMN #638 (NEXT PAGES)������������������������������������������������������������� PROMISE
In the Bulb There Is a Flower

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

SERVICE CREDITS: The cover image is Kinfolk by Jan Richardson. The Call to Worship
is from Spacious Faith: https://spaciousfaith.com/2012/07/18/weekly-worship-piecemark-630-34-53-56/.

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE
John 6:1-21
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next Sunday (July 25): Guest Preacher Rev. Mahogany S. Thomas
Next week Rev. Mahogany S. Thomas, an ordained minister of the United Church
of Christ, will be our guest preacher. She serves as the Executive Minister of Peoples
Congregational United Church of Christ (UCC) in Washington, D.C.
Before Peoples Congregational UCC, Rev. Thomas served as the Minister of Youth
and Families at First Church UCC in Middletown, Connecticut, in the Southern New
England Conference of the United Church of Christ. Rev. Thomas brings a wide variety
of experience including serving as a Pastoral Intern at some of the largest congregations
in the UCC; First Congregational Church of Glen Ellyn (UCC), Trinity UCC Chicago, and
one of the most creative and diverse churches in the country, Glide Memorial Church in
San Francisco.
Rev. Thomas is a graduate of Yale Divinity School (YDS), where she received her Master
of Divinity. Her scholarship at YDS included Homiletics, Womanist Theology, and
Practical Theology at the intersections of the Black Church. She was the recipient of both
the Andover Newton Seminary Diploma Program and Black Church Studies Certificate.
Rev. Thomas received her Bachelor of Arts from Westminster College in Fulton,
Missouri and graduated summa cum laude. Her undergraduate studies focused on
Religious Studies with an emphasis on sex and gender in the Christian tradition. While
at Westminster College, Rev. Thomas held various positions in the banking industry,
culminating as an Assistant Branch Manager at Central Bank of Boone County.
Rev. Thomas is also the recipient of several prestigious awards from Yale University.
She was awarded the Charles Merick Award for Effective Public Address especially
in preaching and the Henry Hallam Tweedy Award for the student with exceptional
promise for pastoral leadership. Likewise, she was the recipient of the newly established
Martin B. Copenhaver Preaching Prize from Andover Newton Seminary.

Phase 2 of Reopening
Rock Spring is now in Phase 2 of reopening. Up to 50 people can now meet inside,
masked, for events outside of Sunday morning worship. There is no limit on the number
of people gathering outside, and masks are not required outdoors with social distancing.
Council is thankful for the resilience of the staff and the patience and understanding of
the congregation as we safely return to campus. The Reopening Task Force will continue
to closely monitor events and evaluate best practices as recommended by public health
experts. We can’t wait to welcome you back to Rock Spring!
Voter Registration Training (via Zoom)
Tuesday, July 20 at 7:30 p.m.
As we know from the daily news headlines and latest developments in Texas, the right
to vote continues to be an urgent issue. For necessary structural change to happen in
policies and laws, the starting point is the ballot box. Please join the UCC Justice &
Witness Network for voter registration training on July 20. Sign up here.
Worship S’More
Wednesday, July 28 at 7:30 p.m.
Rock Spring Front Lawn
Join us for an in-person, outdoor worship service featuring stories, music, and s’mores.
Registration is required to attend: register for Worship S’More on July 28.
Pub Theology
Monday, August 2 at 7:30 p.m.
Ballston Quarter
Join us for conversation and reflection on faith, pandemic, compassion, and baseball!
This casual gathering will be a time to reconnect and share in small-group conversation.
Food/drinks are available for purchase. RSVP to Laura at laura@rockspringucc.org for
more details on specific meeting place and plans. If weather permits, we will meet
outside, with indoors as a backup. Friends, neighbors, guests are welcome!
Introducing: the Members & Friends Page
Are you looking for a Rock Springer’s contact information? For a green sheet for
reimbursement? To submit a campus use request? To check your giving and pledge
history? You can find all of these links, documents, and more on the customized
Members & Friends page of our new website. We want everyone to feel comfortable using
our website for all these Rock Spring “greatest hits,” so take a look and let us know if you
have any questions or need help accessing one of the features.
Rock Spring Book Group: Revival Season
NEW DATE: Monday, August 30 at 7:00 p.m.
With Special Guest Author Monica West
Add Monica West’s debut novel Revival Season to your summer-to-be read pile, then plan
to join her and fellow Rock Spring readers for a conversation about the book’s themes
and development on Monday, August 30.
From the publisher: “Celebrating both feminism and faith, Revival Season is a story of
spiritual awakening and disillusionment in a Southern, black, Evangelical community.
Monica West’s transporting coming-of-age novel explores complicated family and what
it means to live among the community of the faithful.”
This will be a hybrid event, with the option to gather at Rock Spring in-person or to
attend virtually. Ms. West will join via Zoom. Look for further information (and Zoom
details) in August.

Sign the Friendship Pad
When you’re joining us in worship online, be sure to sign the friendship pad! Whether
you watch every week and just want to say hello, or you’re new and want to learn more
about Rock Spring, this quick and easy webform is a simple way to connect.
July Worship
Worship services through August 1 will be pre-recorded and will air at 11:00 a.m. on
our website, Facebook, YouTube, Amazon Fire TV, and Roku. During this time we will
not be taking individual prayer requests to be included in the prayers of the people.
However, the pastoral staff will hold your requests in their personal prayers. You may
submit those concerns to care@rockspringucc.org.
Staff Vacations and Study Leave:
Ashley Martinage will be away from July 1-25
Kathy Dwyer will be away from July 2-August 2.

Faith Formation
Religions in the Ancient Mediterranean World
Sundays @ 10:00 a.m.
Video course facilitated by Dwight Rodgers.
Join via Zoom: http://bit.ly/RSVideoClass
Meeting ID: 846 1030 7017
Passcode: 666321
Adult Bible Study (Lectionary)
Tuesdays @ 10:00 a.m.
Explore the focus text for the coming Sunday’s worship service.
Facilitated by the preaching pastor and/or participants.
Join Zoom
Reading the Bible in Pandemic
Thursdays @ 3:00 p.m.
Join Laura for an interactive discussion on understanding Scripture in context.
Join via Zoom: http://bit.ly/PandemicBible

To Donate By Text:
• Text the word “Give” and the amount you would like to donate to
1-703-783-2642.
• If you have donated by text before, you will receive a text in response confirming that
your gift has been received successfully.
• If this is the first time you are donating by text, you will be sent a message that says,
“It looks like you are a new giver,” and it will provide a link to the church’s online
giving page.
• After clicking the link, you will be asked to supply a payment method (credit card,
debit card, or bank account). This payment source will then be linked with your
phone number so that, in the future, all you will need to do is text the amount (you
will not need to re-enter your payment information each time).

Rock Spring Congregational United Church of Christ
The Congregation, The Ministers
Kathryn N. Dwyer, Senior Pastor
kathy@rockspringucc.org
Laura Martin, Associate Pastor
laura@rockspringucc.org
Ashley Martinage, Director of Faith Formation
ashley@rockspringucc.org
Elizabeth Kluegel Niblock, Director of Music
elizabeth@rockspringucc.org
Edward Roberts, Assistant Director of Music, Organist
ed@rockspringucc.org
Administrative Staff
Kathryn Grams, Communications Manager & Bookkeeper
communications@rockspringucc.org
bookkeeper@rockspringucc.org
Shionna Harris, Office Manager
admin@rockspringucc.org
Sarah Steel, Facility Manager
office@rockspringucc.org
Custodial Staff
Brian Davis
Childcare Staff
Fern Lawrence
Blanca Cespedes

5010 Little Falls Road, Arlington, Virginia 22207
tel: 703-538-4886 • fax: 703-538-6891
www.RockSpringUCC.org

