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Rock Spring Congregational
United Church of Christ

5010 Little Falls Road Arlington, VA 22207
703-538-4886 Fax: 703-538-6891

October 19, 2009
Dear Members and Friends of Rock Spring,

We've just come from our congregational budget goals meeting and we are
looking forward to an exciting year. What the future holds is not completely clear
as our search for a senior pastor kicks into high gear, but we know that God goes
with us into our future. Our Sunday School is thriving. The Hunter Building has a
new HVAC system and a fresh coat of paint. New faces greet us each Sunday,
drawn to this dynamic congregation that repeatedly rises to challenges and leads
in bringing God’s still-speaking voice to those who need to hear it.

We can thank one another for much of this vibrancy. Led by the Holy
Spirit, we've poured our time, talents and treasures into this church we love and
the results flow out into our community and our world. Despite uncertain times,
you've continued to provide financial support. Our Sunday School and adult
education programs are expanding because of your leadership that makes it
happen. You take the spirit of this congregation out into our community through
your activism. You share your gifts of music that so enrich our worship
experience. You serve on the boards of this church to ensure that our missions is
accomplished. Through our interim journey, you have stayed engaged in the
process, an important factor for a successful search. You engage one another
through different fellowship activities, furthering knitting us together as a family.
For this we offer our sincere thanks.

During our annual giving campaign, we will be sharing stories of gratitude
for the blessings different members have experienced at Rock Spring. We'll hear
stories of children nurtured in our Sunday School growing up to be active adults in
our congregation; of a love of music cultivated and passed on through
participation in the music programs; of concern for the needy finding ways to take
action by working in our programs in the community; of spirit-sustaining
friendships born and growing as a result of one of the many fellowship programs
offered; of people helping to ensure the future of this congregation through
bequests to this Rock Spring we all love. Each of these blessings inspired a sense of
gratitude that needed to be shared.

A Just Peace, Open and Affirming Congregation
where God is Still Speaking,

www.rockspringucc.org



At our budget goals meeting, we voted to move forward with the missions we have started.
The total budget for 2010 is $958,618. That entails support from the congregation in the amount
of $662,868. In these tough financial times, that is a large figure. Each of us must consider the
blessings we receive from our participation in this body of Christ called Rock Spring. Only each
one of us can know the particulars of our own household’s situation. In recognition of the
uncertainty folks may feel about incomes for next year, we are offering an extra option for your
pledge. You have the option to pledge “at least” a given amount that you’d be able to give in any
circumstance with the understanding that if you are greatly blessed you'll try to exceed that
amount. A financial pledge to Rock Spring is not a contract but a promise to do one’s best to
provide that support, and changes in circumstances can result in an altered pledge. We also
recognize that people give to Rock Spring in many ways, and we appreciate the continued gifts of
your time and talents as well as your treasure.

Please read and listen to the stories we will share, consider what you are grateful for, and
then ask yourselves where that gratitude calls you to be.

Your sisters in Christ,

Soren T (F (s Moy

Susan Peters, Anita Marx
Co-Chairs, Annual Giving Campaign



